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CHARING.CROSS HOSPITAL. 


CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM, AND ITS EFFECTS ON THE NERVOUS 
: SYSTEM ; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Dr. Witisuree.) 

As illustrating the effects of alcoholic stimulants taken in 
various degrees of excess, and during various periods of time, 
we give six examples which lately presented themselves for 
treatment. The first two of these come rather under the class 
of chronic alcoholic intoxication,—a subject which has been 
brought into notice by the recent work of Dr. Marcet, reviewed 
in our pages in the early part of the present year. In both 
patients the prohibition of all fermented liquors was carried 
out from the commencement; in neither did symptoms of de- 
lirium supervene, and they left the hospital well. Jn the first 
of the two, the long-continued use of alcohol was well shown 
in its influence upon the nervous system, together with general 
derangement of the digestive organs. In the above-mentioned 
work, Dr. Marcet has been at some pains to show how often 
chronic alcoholism is attended by other diseases, more espe- 
cially affections of the digestive organs; these secondary affec- 
tions being frequently, in his opinion, the immediate cause of 
the attack of the specitic toxemia. 

We may here refer to the ‘‘ Rational Treatment of Delirium 
Tremens” as ded by Professor Laycock in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Journal for October, 1858, b it has at- 
tracted considerable attention throughout the profession. It 
consists in the entire omission of opiam and alcoholic stimuli, 
which he has shown are not only useless but dangerous drags 
in the treatment of this disease. He states further, to quote 
his own words, ‘‘ that the delirium and sleeplessness indicate 
comparatively harmless conditions of the nervous system; that 
they are usually symptoms of some disease occurring in persons 
of drunken habits; that they usually cease within a given 
time, eponteneenny.s and that the proper method of cure is to 
treat general or particular morbid state, whatever that 
may be, which the is associated.” 

appearance lessor Laycock’s paper, Professor 
Dunglison has stated in the same journal (April, 1860, p. 923) 
that he had pursued this practice as far back as 1840 with 
excellent success, having treated the mass of the cases which 
have fallen under his care without excitants proper or opiates. 
“* In the first instance, an emetic is given at times, if the pa- 
tient is seen whilst labouring under the effects of a debauch, or 
pen penn reason exists for its administration; and after- 
8, a state of tranquillity in the chamber is enjoined—the 
intrusion of too much light and noise being prevented; and 
when the stomach will retain it, gently nutritious and easily 
digestible diet is prescribed, the we f being kept open by 
gentle cathartics; and this has comprised the essential part of 
our treatment. In time, the hallucinations have disappeared, 
sleep has returned, and entire restoration supervened.” He 
likewise observes that the treatment in the Women’s Lunatic 
Asylum of the Philadelphia Hospital has continued to be 
eclectic, often expectant, and not a drop of alcohol is given. 
When we state that deaths are very rare under the “ Rational 
Treatment,” it will be seen to be worthy of deep attention; 
but if there be one thing more than another calculated to recom- 
mend it, it is the circumstance that those who are dismissed, 
cured, rarely or never return to the wards; and it is probable 
that, at least in a great many cases, the cures are real and 


permanent. 
The value of opi 
tremens, that it will require the record 


treatment of 


of a large number of cases to prove that this drug is wholly 
unserviceable in the complaint. 

The notes of the following case were taken by Mr.C. Bennett, 
clinical clerk. 

Edward S——, aged thirty-six, well edneated, now an 
attorney's clerk, but formerly in India and China as a soldier 
for ten years. He there had dysentery twice, and, what he 
supposes, cholera, When aly he drank very hard ; indeed, 
the fleas and insects annoyed the soldiers so mach that 
were obliged to get drank to enable them to go to sleep. At 
his period of test drinking he took, perhaps, one q 
spirits in the day, besides any other thing he might happen to 
get hold of; has seen some of his comrades drink a pint of 
spirits before going to bed; sometimes they were found dead in 
the morning; has seen some of his officers drink a pint “oun 
in the afternoon. He had himself sleepless attacks, with de- 
lusions, when in India; but he maintains he never had delirium 
tremens. In 1549 he came to London; still drank pretty hard 
was taken ill at Croydon, when his medical t 
his drink. His friends had a physician from a well-known 
London hospital to see him, who said the medical man was 
killing him, and ordered him brandy-and-water. Two years 
ago he had typhus fever. He was then drinkin hard, 
chiefly gin, and rum in his tea of a morning; at eleven he took 
some more. He next took stout at his dinner. In the after- 
noon he again took some gin or ram; and in the evening he 
had some porter, with, what he calls, a stiff tambler of grog. 
He was then, he states, well for three months. He then began 
to feel very ill and wretched; his hand was unsteady; was 
obliged to resign his duties. Having no provision for his 
family, he got some law reporting to do for the cheap 
journals, At last, however, he could not write; he could 
net eat; he had bile in the morning, and constant belching; 
the bowels were rather irritable; & got yet more shaky; 
required more stimulants; his face became bloated; began to 
waste about the legs; had involuntary seminal emissions with- 
out erections. At length a large patch of eczema impetigi- 
nodes broke out upon the right hand and forearm, He now 
came to the hospital (Oct. iSth, 1859) upon the advice of a 
medical man and a lawyer's clerk whom he knew. He trem- 
bled a good deal, had a coated tongue, gested eyes, and 
was (as he has since informed Dr. Willshire) scarcely able to 
get into the room from debility and nervousness ; that 
when he was told to sit down he was glad, as he could not 
have stood a minute longer. He had been drinking latterly 
just as much as his means would allow him to procure; he was 
firmly impressed with the idea that he must have spirits, and 
when told that he must not have a drop, he fancied he must 
die, Dr. Golding retained him for two or three days after 
he came into the hospital, and then transferred him to the 
care of Dr. Willshire. All fermented fluids were strictly for- 
bidden, full diet given him, and a mixture of carbonate of am- 
monia for a few days. Poultices, lime-water, powdered cala- 
mine, and zinc ointment were used to the hand. All the skin 
came off like a glove from the hand and fingers, and, by the 
10th of November, the hand was almost well; he had gained 
flesh, all trembling had left him, had plenty of confidence in 
himself, and felt altogether a different being. Latterly he has 
been taking quinine and sulphate of zinc, with of 
valerian, purgatives, and as much as he likes to eat. 

Nov. 17th.—Improves; complains of not sleeping, however, 
since he has left off the morphia pills; hand and arm compara- 
tively quite well. 


CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM, WITH IMPENDING DELIRIUM TRI« 
MENS, TREATED BY SUSPENSION OF THE STIMULUS. 


(Under the care of Mr. Canto.) 


For the notes of this case we are indebted to Mr. J. Reeve 
Shorto, late house-surgeon to the hospital. 

James W——, aged thirty-six, married, a general dealer, 
was admitted into the Charing-cross Hospital on Nov. 14th, 
1859. With the exception of what is mentioned below, he has 
always enjoyed tolerable health, His habits, however, have 
been most intemperate, he being accustomed to take eight or 
ten glasses of gin daily, besides two or three pints of porter, 
and three-quarters of an-ounce of tobacco for smoking. He 
states that he lives well, and takes meat daily, excepting when 
he more than usually exceeds in drinking, whe» for a week or 
so he is unable to take any solid food, but confines himself to 
slops, broth, &, At these periods also he is exceedingly ner- 
vous, About two years ago he was admitted into King’s Col- 
| lege Hospital with idiopathic delirium tremens. He was there 
| He remained in the 
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hospital twelve days. Nine months afterwards he had another 


attack, and six months ago a third, for both of which he 


Nov. 14th.—For the past week he has been, as he deno- 
minates it, “‘out on the drink.” During the whole of to-day 
he has been indulging, and he has taken seven glasses of hot 
@um, besides gin and beer, and incessantly smoking. He has 
taken no solid food to-day. Towards evening he got into a 
Tow, and received a wound over the temple, which bled rather 
profusely. He applied at the Charing-cross Hospital for this, 
and, bis wound being dressed, he was admitted an in-patient 
ander Mr. Canton, who prescribed an opiate. In appearance 
he is the very picture of a man who is addicted to intemperance. 

face is bloated; his eyes are expressionless, and have a 
sae unsettled stare ; his hand trembles very much, as also 

tangne (which is couted white), and his whole aspect be- 
tokens the enfeebled constitution of a confirmed drunkard. 

Wth.—Very feeble. He has obtained no sleep. He spon- 
taneously assures the house-surgeon that he apprehends an- 
other attack of delirium tremens if he is not allowed some 
Spirits; and when told that it was intended that none should 
be given him, he was much astonished, and feared he would 
not recover. Ordered ammonia and bark, with chloric ether 
and opium, every four hours, and, as his stomach was irritable, 
some -tea ; to have an opiate at bedtime. 

16th.—Better. He ely oss some sleep. He is not so ner- 
‘vous, and is more tranquil in his mind. To have full meat 
diet daily, but no beer or spirits. Ordered a grain and a half 
of quinine, twenty minims of chloric ether, fifteen of tinc- 
ture of opium in water every four hours, 

17th,—Feels much better. He says he experiences the same 
sort of relief from taking his quinine mixture as he usually 
does from imbiving his dram of spirits. 

2ist.—Still improving. The wound in the temple is almost 

of has almost departed. 
A few days afterwards he left the hospital cured. 


ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 
THREE CASES OF DELIRIUM TREMENS, TREATED WITHOUT 
STIMULANTS; FATAL RESULT IN TWO. 
(Under the care of Dr. ALDERSoN and Dr. Sissow.) 
In the annexed cases no alcoholic stimalants were given 
after the patients were admitted into the hospital, as will be 
geen by the details, but some one of the preparations of 


epium, combined with ammonia, instead. In two a fatal result | . 


ensued, probably mainly brought about by the mechanical re- 
straint employed. The prohibition of this terrible source of 
exhaustion cannot be too stringently enforced; for, as was 
recently observed in some clinical remarks on this disease made 
by Dr. Brinton at the Royal Free Hospital, ‘‘no matter to 
what degree reason may be degraded or dethroned, the de- 
liriows patient always seems sensible of the debasement and 
brutality implied by straps and bands.” (Tae Lancer, vol. i, 
1860, p. 592.) If attendants cannot be procured to gently re- 
strain and watch the patient, it were better under such circum- 


Robert S-——-, aged forty-five, butler, was admitted into 
the above hospital, under the care of Dr. 

He had engaged in his occupation as butler up to the 

ad enjoying good health, bat ari 

the hospital, his countenance had a 


ii 


should be induced. 
tion ; 


sesquicarbonate of ammonia, four grains; solution of i 
twenty minims; tincture of lavender, fifteen minims; 
acetate of ammonia mixture, one ounce, every four hours.— 
; y; in other respects 
and another patient 
iting each other, and 


clammy ; ree oy movements of the extremities, and 
twitching of the mouth; pulse imperceptible; respiration sus- 
pirious. He died in ten minutes: 

At the post-mortem examination nothing was found beyond 
slight sub-arachnoid effusion. 


Thomas C——, aged thirty 
of Dr. Alderson, June 4th, 1860; 
io i 
habit of dri 
for two or three nights, but had imagined that 
jumping about outside his window, and deriding hi 


discharged cu 

Thomas M——, the care of 
Dr. Sibson, March 16th, 1860. For the last six months has 
been suffering from with pain im the side and 


tion, and he has been in the habit of taking half a pint at least 
of brandy daily. When admitted, he was agitated, tremulous, 
apprehensive, not delirious. Skin moist; pulse 90; tongue 
white and moist. He was ordered ten grains of colocyn 


th 
with calomel, and mixture of the acetate of ammonia, 


E 
i 


! 
Li 


His efforts fearful, and though the 
no 
At 4.0. om 200 te’ and 
seemed to ; but it was soon seen that this was not sleep, 
and before the could be called he was dead. 
On. post-mortem examinction, both lungs were found umi- 
versally adherent and greatly congested. There was slight 
subarachnoid effusion, and both lateral ventricles of the brain 
were greatly by fluid. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


HISTORY OF A CHILD FIVE YEARS OLD, BROUGHT IN 
WITH SYMPTOMS OF POISONING BY RUM; 
RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Dr. Parkes.) 
Dr. Tayzor, in his work. ‘On. Poisons,” gives an instance 


use of the stomach-pump, with other energetic treatment. The 


| disturbing the ward by r ding in loud shouts, he was re- 
| moved to a wend, the 
lent, and the attendant, without consulting the house-surgeon, 
put on the strait waistcoat. At four a.m. the house-surgeon 
was called. His struggles had suddenly ceased, and he was 
found unconscious ; - fixed and dilate’; surface cold and 
r the care 
aker, and, 
em in the 
ad several 
not slept 
le were 
m. Hand 
white and 
compound 
| senna mixture, to be followed by twenty minims of solution of 
| muriate of morphia, with three grains of sesquicarbonate of 
| ammonia in camphor mixture, every four hours. He had a 
| pretty good night, continued to improve, and on the 12th was 
i 
| 
excess Ol ammonia; at nig 
80 
| 
solution to be given every two hours 
19th.—Very much excited, and with difficulty kept 
imagines that he is to be punished for some crime. 
tremulous; skin perspiring freely; pulse 98; respira 
| As he became more and more violent, and as he was an exceed- 
ngs wees man, and could not be restrained, he was re- 
moved to a separate ward, and the strait waistcoat was put on. 
stances to administer chloroform, which we have known to do 
more good than all the strait waistcoats; and we have in our 
“* Mirror” recorded cases which, sleep having been induced by 
| its employment in the London Hospital, terminated in recovery. Seta ae ee 
(ibid. , vol. ii., 1858, p. 449.) The notes of the subjoined cases 
: were kindly furnished by Dr. W. H. Broadbent, medical regis- 
: wild expression, there was general tremor, and he was appre- | of three ounces of brandy proving fatal to a boy of seven years 
hensive of some intention to injure him in thirty hours; and another of a child of the same age who 
Se any Saas. swallowed eight ounces of undiluted ram, during the absence 
ee — = of her parents from the room. In the latter a recovery ensued, 
once; grain every ons 
May 17th. —In neh the same : ques- | *lthough the quantity of alcoholic liquid taken was so much 
tion rationally, but is unable to fix the attention on any subject, larger; but this desirable result was brought about by the early 
The following mixture-was substituted for the crude opium : | [Ii 
238 
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§ 
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i 
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At twelve o'clock salt-and-water was administered, 

he did not vomit. An hour afterwards an emetic was 

geen rative. A tube was then introduced 

upper part Le causing vomiting and 

of matter, which «melt spuite. net anything 
taking the rum. 


completely secovered, and was discharged from 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


ito 
pact i 
spongy structure readily crumbles 
ive process, and the minute fragments are 


rite 
if 


fore. 


d 


tissues, especially im: 


and denuded of periosteum. The carious surface was 
, and a spicula of dead bone was removed from the super- 
i Free and healthy suppuration has become esta- 
i diet and tonic remedies, 
is expected that the parts will assume a healthy character, and 
completely heal up. 


COMPLETE REDUCTION OF THE HEAD OF THE 
HUMERUS AFTER SIX MONTHS’ DISLOCATION. 


In July of last year we placed upon record an instance of 


; | attem reduction of a dislocated shoulder of nearly seven 


months’ ing, by Mr. Prescott Hewett at St. G 
i The ious were broken up under 
and although the head of the bone was not rest 
natural position, the joint was so much improved 
derable motion was gained and the deformity lessened. 
ient might Lave been still further benefited, but he left 
ital prematurely. In long-standing dislocations of the 
shoulder, it is seldom indeed that the head of the humerus is 
restored direct to the glenoid cavity; in most cases, if any im- 
tween the two articulating surfaces, which not only permits 
of pretty fair motion, but lessens the deformity. This we have 


an elderly man was brought to Mr. Brodhurst, at the 

ic Hospital, whose right shoulder had been dislocated 
six months, An effort was made to effect reduction, and no 
yep ws was experienced by Mr. Brodhurst in breaking up 


ceptacle, the glenoid 
“click.” The bone was 
considerable shortening of the 
great pectoral muscle, the patient was gradually obtaining good 
motion. In this case there was no intervening jar mem- 
brane to interfere with the accomplishment of reduction ; and 
as this circumstance is extremely rare after the first three or 
four months, Mr. Brodhurst’s case may perhaps be considered 
as one of the most remarkable on record. . Keppell had 
informed him that he had succeeded in reducing two cases of 
dislocation of the shoulder at the unusual period of seven and 
fourteen months’ duration, and in both cases with sati 
motion; but we are inclined to doubt whether, in the 
case, the reduction was a perfect one. Might there not have 
been a cushion of capsular membrane between the articulating 
surfaces’ 


WELL-MARKED SYPHILIS IN A FEMALE CHILD 
AGED TEN YEARS, 

Wuen a young child, the subject of primary syphilis, is 
brought before a surgeon, the disease is usually found to de- 
, 2 Some way or other, upon the accidental contact of 
the poison by means of the clothes of an adult person, who may 
possibly be a near relative of the child. This occurrence is by 
no means 80 rare, amongst the children of some of the poorest 
abandoned of our population, as might at first sight 


the ‘some was entire, its aperture being 
uill, She was otherwise a stout little gi 
every way. 
239 


tion, because 


Tas CLINICAL RECORDS, 
ity of rum taken by the child, in the ; rating theatre of King’s College Hospital, with necrosis of the 
the hospital sad ofthe 
three ounces; and a recovery ensued after the | strumous abscess in the breas inuses had 
the contents of the stomach. In some respects ( | formed in various directions; some of them were subcutaneous, 
in the case of poisoning from the eight ounces of r | whilst others were Heep, and burrowed amongst the deeper 
A health decking child, aged five years, w: aginous structures, As the patient was very nervous and 
the hospital on Set 3rd,’ 1909, He } | irritable, most of these were slit up under the influence of 
rickets; the chest well formed. He is | chloroform, and the surface of the sternum was exposed, rou 
lling or ana 
cratracted, bat not the eye 
busmus nor lividity ; temperature good 
ing; pulse 108 ; respiration 30, regular ; : 
that of a child in profound sleep, excepting 
not closed, the eyeballs not turned upw 
closely contracted; mo fiush; no pallor. His mother says 
head. The arteries of the neck are throbbing, and perceptible to 
the eye; pulse felt at the wrist. The brachial arteries are rather 
no grinding of the ; the breath has odour of spirits; no 
istory. i w i 
Pneumonia (left lung), and confined to the house six weeks | 
he was running about as usual. He afterwards drank about | 
a quartern of rum; his father beat him; he ate some bread and 
@ couch, and i in his present torpid state. He was 
much flushed eer all over, and the face covered with per- 
spiration. When this state of countenance came on his bowels 
acted. | 
ven, 
ejec 
The 
t 
the hospital. that is, restoring the head of the humerus to its normal re- 
NECROSIS OF THE STERNUM. 
Tae fact is well known to that when necrosis 
has attacked any of the flat bones, the separation of the seques- 
trum is a tediously long process, even if it should occur at all. 
and exposed for a considerable period, sometimes even | 
This is the general experience with the pelvic | 
bap and the sternum. The destructive influ. | 
of its 
r bone 
uleerat 
stions. ne cure of a carious condition o 
fore, not very readily accomplished, un- 
are removed with the aid of a and 
wot barrow 
ave noticed some siX or seven instances 
for disease in this situation, 
er of them was tedious, although 
it was 
Anot at the present time in St. Mary's 
Hospi 's care, in the person of a su 
woman with a well-marked very from such a condition of things, 
diathes usly been the subject of abscesses | however, was recently in President ward of St. Bartholomew's 
in othe evidenced by the presence of | Hospital, under Mr. Lawrence's care. A little girl, ten years 
bumerous cicatrices. About eighteen months ago a lump | old, the child ef humble but clean and respectable parents, 
ly formed over the upper third of the sternum ; | was admitted, on the 19th of July, with a series of mucous 
ted and burst, and a sinus was left aboat two | tubercles on both labia, exeoriations of the perinwum and verge 
extending down to the bone, which was | of the anus, together with ulceration of the tonsils and hard 
condition. On her admission, the sternum | palate. She had, besides the foregoing, a secondary leprous 
much swollen, and the parts tender, as if en- | eraption about the arms and body. Her mother knew nothing 
tual sequestrum. None, however, has been found. | about these, but the child confessed to having had carnal con- 
slit up, and the old wound laid open to the | nexion with her cousin, a lad of fourteen years, and no doubt 
which, free suppuration has become established, | was contami : 
Bulations are springing up, and there is a prospect P| of the 
the morbid process being stopped. & BOC 
ME Sth of August, a female was brought into the ope- | well 
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She was treated in the usual manner by small doses of grey 
powder and other medicines, and rapidly improved in her 
general health. 
~~ Her case is a very instructive one in a medico-legal point of 
view, for here we find that efforts at connexion volun- 
tarily been made by a mere child, without any success beyond 
penetration of the vulva, yet it is followed by the communica- 
tion of primary syphilis from a lad of fourteen years, It would 
ah been interesting to have obtained the history of the boy 

this case. 


EXOSTOSIS ON THE ANTERIOR BORDER OF THE 
SCAPULA, NEAR ITS INFERIOR ANGLE. 


Ow the 14th of August we saw Mr. Cock, at Guy's Hospital, 
remove an exostotic growth, of the soft or spongy variety, from 
the anterior surface of the scapula of a boy, near its inferior 
angle, but encroaching upon its posterior border. To effect its 
extirpation, after chloroform was administered, the boy was 
— upon his left side, slightly turning over on his chest ; 

arm was drawn forwards so as to elevate the posterior 
border of the bone, and an incision was made over it. After 
some little dissection, the bony wth was felt anteriorly 
pressing upon the ribs. By the aid of the cutting pliers, it 
‘was removed piecemeal, and its base left comparatively smooth. 
‘This latter was broad and extensive, but altogether the dimen- 
sions of the tumour were equivalent to a full-sized walnut, and 
in composition it was a mixture of the cancellous and cellular 
structures of bone. pcm: it had been present for some 
time, its growth was tolerably rapid, and, from its peculiar 
and most unusual! situation, it caused very great inconvenience 
and discomfort to the poor boy. 

We may observe that tumours of the ior surface of the 
scapula are by no means rare. We ect the late Mr. Liston 
removing three-fourths of this bone for a vascular tumour of 
‘ace; and we have now noticed the 

bony growths springing from the same aspect, although 
they are not usually interfered with unless they are productive 
of inconvenience to the patient. On the other hand, growths 
upon the anterior surface are of very uncommon occurrence. 

The wound is freely suppurating in Mr. Cock’s patient, and 
there is no doubt that he will make a good recovery. 


Provincial Mospital Reports, 


METROPOLITAN INFIRMARY FOR SCROFU. 
LOUS CHILDREN AT MARGATE. 
DISEASE OF THE HIP-JOINT OF FIVR YEARS’ STANDING IN A 
BOY AGED TEN YEARS, WITHOUT DISLOCATION OF THE 
FEMUR; EXCISION OF THE ENTIRE JOINT; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. P. C. Price.) 


Tue following two cases show the great advantages of sur- 
gical interference in advanced hip disease, In the first, the 


_ entire hip-joint was excised in a lad who was almost at the 


point of death, and who immediately after the operation began 
to rally, and has since satisfactorily advanced towards re- 
covery. It is one of those instances which was formerly con- 
sidered as totally unfit for operation, but experience has proved 
that such cases may be submitted to operative treatment with 
the best results. The second example was one in which the 
disease had existed for as long a period as in the other, but it 
‘was confined almost solely to the head of the femur, Its removal 
has been attended thus far with the happiest results, In neither 
of these cases was there dislocation of the head of the bone. 

G. W-——, a lad of a decidedly scrofulous constitution, with 
red hair and blue eyes, waz admitted into the above infirmary 
during the summer of 185{), under the care of Mr. Price. At 
this period he was wasted to a shadow and confined to his bed, 
which he had kept for many months. His health was com- 

tely shattered, and constant pain had reduced him to the 

stage of exhaustion. For between four and five years he 

had suffered from disease of the right hip-joint, which had 

gradually crept through various stages till it arrived at the 
condition presented by it on admission, 

The following were the appearances observed at the end of 
two months, when, all soy treatment having only par- 


tially succeeded in improving his condition, operative measures 
right bas the of being 
right hip-joint 

diseased, and is probably totally disorganized. The ktew 
has almost entirely disappeared ; and i 
4 = situation of the grea’ 
side e thigh, which allow the un = 
looking semi-purulent matter. The thigh, whl =! 
attenuated, is drawn across its fellow; and the leg, which 
has not been placed to the for a considerable period, is 
likewise wasted, and flexed on to the thigh. The boy lies in 


from its socket. A more careful manipulation, however, and 
a strict attention to certain points prove that the head of the 
thigh-bone is not really displaced from the ace‘abulum. A 
probe passed along one or more of the sinuses fails to detect 
any carious bone, although ample evidence exists as to con- 
siderable implication of osseous structure,” 

Considering the apparent extensive mischief that existed, 
the constant and distressing pain that was daily tormenting 
the little patient, and the probability of life lasting but a 
short time longer, Mr. Price, on the 29th October, 1859, 
the patient placed under chloroform, and, having detected the 
amount of mischief that was antici , opened the articula- 
tion, and removed the head of the femur by cutting the shaft 
through in the immediate site of the great trochanter. Nota 
vestige of cartilage remained on the head of the bone, and in 
places the bone itself was eaten into. In various parts the 
acetabulum was necrotic, and several small portions were found 
lying loose. All suspicious points were freely removed by the 
gouge and semicircular cutting pliers. To complicate the pro- 

ing, a large abscess was detected lying internal to the 
pelvic bones. This was freely opened, and a clear exit given 
to its contents. The parts—the cut end of the femur and the 
rim of the acetabulu—were carefully adjusted, and secured 
by means of a long side splint made expressly by Mr. H. Bi 

For some little time after operation the pain complained of 
was more constant than is usual, but was greatly relieved by 
the administration of morphia. Suppuration likewise was haf 
copious and continuous. At the end of two months the li 
fellow was considered out of all danger. He still continues in 
the recumbent posture, although he is drawn about in a chaise. 
The wound, which was necessarily of large dimensions, owing 
to the extent of hard structure removed, however, gradu- 
ally closed, and consolidation is fast advancing. The general 
health has greatly improved, and the boy has in a great mea- 
sure regained his original good condition. No movement has 
as yet been permitted, but the leg and thigh are gradually 
gaining strength, so that it is more than probable that the 
patient will one day be in a position to make good use of the 
new joint that is forming. 


DISEASE OF THE HIP OF FOUR YEARS’ STANDING IN A BOY EIGHT 
YEARS OF AGE; ABSENCE OF DISLOCATION; EXCISION OF THE 
HEAD OF THE THIGH-BONE; RECOVERY. 


' (Under the care of Mr. Parce.) 


J. F——, aged eight years, a thoroughly strumous boy, was 
sent to the Metropolitan Infirmary for Scrofulous Children at 
Margate, in the early part of 1859, on account of disease of the 
right hip-joint, which confined him to his bed. The history 
obtained from the child was very brief. He could not tell how 
the affection of his hip originated, but r bered being in a 
parish workhouse for a long period, For years he had suffered 
extreme pain, bat latterly the local distress had been much in- 
creased, so that hectic fever, night sweats, loss of appetite and 
spirits had greatly reduced his former somewhat on st consti- 
tution. 

In the earl of the present year the pain became so 
severe, and on the 80 that Mr. 


Price anticipated that the head of the femur was seriously in-— 


volved in a destractive process, The attitude assumed by the 
patient was indicative of severe joint mischief. He lay with 
his body flexed and curved, and the thigh of the diseased side 
acutely bent at the hip so as to cause the trochanter to project, 


| | 

on his left side, and the spine has, from the curious posture 

The slightest pressure cannot be made over the tro- 

chanter without causing excessive pain, The right hand is 

constantly employed, day and night, in maintaining a fixed 

position of the limb, to prevent the recurrence of pain, which 

occurs on the —- movement. Although the buttock is 

much wasted, so that the lines of the pelvis can be readily de- 
tected by passing the hand over the region, yet to a superficial 

. | examination the head of the femur appears to be dislocated , 

| 

| 


+ 
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ving an impression that the head of the femur was displaced 
fom ths cavity, which it really was not. The slightest pressure 
over the t trochanter caused sudden and piercing pain in 
4. A 
remedial treatment ing failed i 

desired Pir. Price had 
the inde La placed under the influence of chloroform on 
the I A 


two 


18s, = and the patient removed to bed. 


and of Books 


The Madras Quarterly Journal of Medical Science in all its 
Branches: including Original Essays, Reviews, Reports, and 
Medical Intelligence. No. L, July, 1860. Madras: Gantz 
Brothers. London: Bohn. 


We have here a new caterer for public information and an 
aspirant for professional support. Each of the three Presidencies 
of India has now its first-class journal—viz., Calcutta, the 
Indian Annals; Bombay, the Transactions; and at length 
comes Madras with its new Quarterly. We wish them all 
success, but we fear it may turn out rather a hard struggle for the 
proprietors of each of these journals to make their venture good 
as a commercial undertaking. We should be sorry if such should 
be truly the case, for we think that whilst three serials may not 
each ‘* pay the piper,” one might. It is true that the 7'ransac- 
tions belongs to the Medical and Physical Society of Bombay, 
but still Secieties do not like to be losers any more than private 
individuals. Our own special leaning is towards the Jndian 
Annals, and we shall be very sorry if an imprudent competition 
should be the means of diminishing the prosperity of that admi- 
rable publication. Our new friend does not, we need scarcely 
say, agree with this view of the case, but “‘ believes there is 
ample room for all.” 

‘*The prospects of local periodical literature have never been 
to bright as at the present time. India has never, prior to the 
mutinies, been occupied by so many European troops as are 
now likely to be permanently stationed in the country; and 

mates on the consti is onatel 

widened. The number of anedical readers has 
creased considerably of late years. Men who enter the various 
branches of the medical service now-a-days find that they must 
read to keep themselves acquainted with the progress of medi- 
cine and the allied sciences, in order to be prepared for the 
examination, now compulsory, before promotion. We have 
heard a story told of an Indian surgeon of the old school, whose 
medical library, sold, with other effects, after his decease, con- 
sisted of a ‘Cooper's Dictionary’ and an odd volume of Tue 
Lancer. It is not very many years ago that the regulations 
for the admission of assistant-sur, into her Majesty’s army 
contained a clause to the effect that candidates were required 
to uce before the examining board copies of certain standard 

with their own names written on the title-page as bond-fide 


proof of ownership. These times, we are happy to think, have 
passed away for ever.”—p. 167. 

The editorial voice of the new journal, however, freely pro- 
claims the fact, that medical periodicals in India must neces- 
sarily be more precarious as to their chances of existence than 
similar publications at home. 

‘* So much do they rely upon individual exertions in a country 
where members of our lates are few and far between, that 
the success or failure of a journal may depend entirely upon the 


zeal and energy of one or two persons, who, as a matter of 
course, are liable at any moment to be removed from the sphere 
of their ing by sickness or the call of duty.” 


Hence, according to the Madras Quarterly, the majority of 
Indian journals have been short-lived because their originators 
or promoters have been unable, from the circumstances above 
mentioned, personally to superintend the labours of the press, 
and not from want of support or deficiency of material. 

The new journal contains four divisions, The first includes 
“ Original Essays;” the second, “‘ Reviews and Notices of 
Books ;” the third, a ‘‘ Medical Miscellany ;” and the fourth, 
‘Medical Intelligence.” The last part contains a ‘‘ Medical 
Directory for Southern India ;” whilst the third division is ac- 
companied by four illustrations relative to osteo-sarcoma of the 
jaw and elephantiasis of the scrotum. The general impression 
we have received from the perusal of our Indian contemporary 
is, that the journal is well edited. 


On the Benefits likely to Accrue the Formation of an Agri- 

Pamphlet. 

Tuere is not an institution in this metropolis, unless of a 
very limited kind, where a student can obtain useful informa- 
tion upon the science of agriculture and its collateral bi + »ches. 
In the present pamphlet, the author clearly shows tix‘ tho 
establishment of an Agricultural Museum in London is an 
object of great national importance. A general outline of the 
proposed Mureunt is given, which would not, it is believed, in 
any way interfere with the Agricultural Society’s annual exhi- 
bition of live animals and implements. Whether the proposed 
scheme will ever be carried out is a question which remains to 
be decided. The author, at any rate, is entitled to the thanks 
of all lovers of science for his efforts in bringing the subject 
under the notice of the public. 


THE PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTAL 
POISONING. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Smr,—In a recent leader you called attention to the advan- 
tage of employing bottles with contracted necks, and of a 
quadrangular fluted configuration, in storing and dispensing all 

i or potent medicines of which the dose is a 

or under. Although that article and the subsequent corre- 
spondence to which it led have been elsewhere reprinted, and 
produced considerable sensation, I am not aware to what ex- 
tent the which you advocate may bave been ted. 

A patient of mine nearly poisoned himself last week by an 
error which your suggestion would have prevented. He was 
supplied at a first-rate di ing establishmeut at the West- 
end with a solution of iodide of potassium which I had ordered 
for internal use, and a soluticn of atropine to be applied to the 
eye. They were dispensed in similar bottles, and in a moment 
of hurry he poured out for himself a dose of the solution of 

ine, containing about one-sixth of a grain. He became 
insensible, and owed his ultimate cerry Be much to the 
of Dr. Halford, who was at hand. ad the solution of 
atropine been furnished to him in an angular, fluted, narrow~ 
necked bottle, he would have felt on grasping the bottle that 
he was handling a lotion for external use ; if this had not 
aroused him to a sense of error, he would have been still fur- 
ther warned of his mistake by finding that the solution dropped 
slowly from the bottle. 


I Sir, obedient servant, 
September, 1860. Aw Hosprrau 


SuRGEON. 


by slitting up one of the two sinuses which existed about the 
joint, readily discovered that the head of the bone was deprived 
of its cartilage, and the cavity of the joint filled with unhealthy- 
looking pus. Not a vestige of synovial structure existed. The 
ligamentum teres was destroyed; but the floor of the aceta- 
bulum was but slightly affected. The leg, which was flexed 
at the joint, was forcibly straightened, some ligamentous bands 
giving way with a sharp crack. The wound was closed with 
EE points of suture; a long side splint, such as recommended 
t of this 
case, as well as the former, writing regarding it six weeks 
after the operation, says: “I have no particular notes regard- 
ing F——’s case after operation, for the relief has been so 
and that not a single bad symp- 
tom has arisen to cause me the least annoyance. His health 
and strength have much improved, and it is one of the most 
satisfactory results we have had.” The boy is now out of 
doors, and there is every probability of his gaining in time a 
most useful limb. 
future time referred to, so that the actual state and utility R 
of the limbs may be recorded. sane 
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MILITARY ORGANIZATION AND CLAMOURS FROM THE CAMPS. [Serremsgr 8, 1860, 


THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1860. 

‘Cass prejudices and formalism are the curses of our public 
services, and when these are put into motion by the lever of 
personal conceit and fussiness, the result cannot fail of being 
often what some quaintly denominate ‘‘a pretty pickle.” This 
we have now before us in the clamour from the camps, the 
voices of woe from Curragh, Aldershott, and Shoracliffe. 
There have been one or two persons, it is true, who have ex- 
claimed against the vituperation that has been within the 
last week or ten days cast upon these military paradises. 
But whilst admitting that there may have been a slight 
exaggeration upon the part of some complainers, and a want 
of allowance for impossibilities upon the part of others, we 
cannot help believing that where there was so much smoke 
there must have been a littJe fire—in other words, that these 
camps, and especially Curragh, were agglomerations of mad, 
filth, and discomfort during the past rainy weather. At 
Aldershott there have been three regiments encamped under 
canvass throughout all its inclemency, forming as ‘‘South Ken- 
sington” tells us, “indeed a pitiable sight.” From Curragh, 
however, have proceeded more doleful revelations. It has been 
asserted that the officers forming what is termed the camp- 
ment “‘ actually selected the very worst spot of ground ;” that 
althongh they placed the camp upon an inclined plane, yet 
the horses were standing in mud and water; that some of 
the horses had been so wounded by the ropes to which they 
were attached in camp, that they were prevented from walking ; 
and, said a French soldier, “‘though I have seen much camp 
“duty, never have I witnessed one quarter the evils which we 
“ are told happened at Curragh.” The real thing, however, in 
the opinion of a “ Curragh Officer” “that was a distress to the 
“* dragoons and the artillery was the ‘wear and tear’ of their 
‘boots and overalls; and if the Government put horse soldiers 
“under canvass, they ought to give the men some little com- 
‘* pensation for the extra expense they are put to in boots and 
“overalls, The walking about with horses and making the 
‘lines wear all the things out.” 

We can readily understand that the Curragh has been 
more flooded this season than it has been known to be before, 
and that though this has covered the men and horses all over 
with mad, and made the coats of the latter ‘‘ stare,” the mis- 
chief may be rather superficial than of a permanent kind. It has 
been stated that the per-centage of sick amongst the men has 
been extremely small. This may be true, and yet much un- 
necessary misery and discomfort may have been endured. 
Moreover, some of the defenders of the camp at Curragh 
have been obliged to admit, that things altogether—weather, 
bogs, and mud—had been so bad as to force Sir Groncr 
Brown to send away the whole of the cavalry and artillery. 
Four squadrons of the Greys, four of the 3rd Dragoons, 
the 15th Hussars, and three batteries of Artillery, all left 
the Camp, not because it was too hot, but too wet to 
hold them. Upwards of 1200 horses were ‘standing in the 
open.” Now it has been said that at the Camp at Chalons 


have not heard of such misfortunes as have occurred at Curragh. 
The truth is, as the ‘‘ French Soldier” well pointed out, the 
fault to be found with the Camp in question is not in the fact 
of its being upon the particular locality, or exposed to the late 
extraordinary weather; it is in the few and wretched means 
at the command of the men to protect themseives against local 
horses stand in a slough why were not ditches cut to carry 
off the water? Instead of living in a bog, why were net the 
stones procured, which must have been at hand, to pave along 
the pickets of the cavalry and artillery? Why, in short, is it, 
that however brave, hardy, generous, and obedient the British 
soldier may be, in camp he can provide nothing for himself, 
and becomes almost helpless when once out of the routine ef 
barrack life and ordinary regimental duty? The answer is, 
dunder-headed routinism cramps the soldier’s energies and in- 
genuity. He dare not either thiuk or act for himself amidst the 
mud of ten thousand Curraghs. In France each soldier really 
becomes a ‘‘ domestic institution.” With us he cannot move 
from red cloth and pipe-clay. Whether it be to chew un- 
roasted coffee-berries, as in the Crimea, or to sleep in the mud 
at Curragh, do it he must. He must neither roast his berries, 
nor drain his tent. High authorities inform us that there 
are rules of the military service which utterly forbid the men 
carrying out any works except by the order, and under the 
inspection, of the proper officials. The United Service Gazette 
remarks that if there be a rent in a tent, a private might 
possibly escape blame if, during a storm of rain, he stuffed his 
great-coat into it. But it is much to be doubted whether he 
would b2 justified in shutting out the wind by papering 
over a broken pane of glass prior to the arrival of the official 
plumber and glazier. If even a commanding officer were to 
order his men, quartered in a low spot, to cat a trench to carry 
off the accumulating waters, it is more than probable he would 
be reprimanded, if not more severely punished, for thus acting 
without the orders of his general, and the assistance of the 
engineer department. We can scarcely wonder, then, that 
the men located at our camps can neither add to their comforts 
nor diminish their miseries. They are bound to accept and 
perpetuate every nuisance imto which they are inducted. ‘‘ If,” 
says the writer in the United Service Gazette of Sept. Ist, *‘ the 
‘* place be not drained (and Aldershott is a proof of the difficul- 
“ ties of Government drainage) when we march into it, it must 
‘* remain as it is, though men plod all day through mud several 
‘* inches deep, and horses stand up to their fetlocks in stagnant 
‘* water.” A pleasant and improving system truly ! A system, 


too, so Medusa-like in its tentacles, that it overspreads and 


holds everything in the meshes of the most obstinate old 
fogeyism. In Britain soldiers are to be soaked into frogs be- 
cause routinism forbids them to be the engineers of their own 
drainage, whilst within the tropics they are to be stewed into 
ragouts because routinism obliges them to dress there in summer 
as they do here in winter! From Malta comes a voice of 
lamentation also, “‘ A. B. C.” observes that 

‘* At present the thermometer is 91 deg. all day and 88 deg. 
all night, and is 131 deg. in the sun at noon ; yet is the soldier 
clad as in winter. I find it necessary to wear four shirts a day, 
and have my jacket and tunic when taken off hung in the sun 
to dry. What, then, must be the state of the soldier? The 
Horse Guards authorities could best form an opinion if a sentry 
could be suddenly removed from his post and planted before 
them ; they would find the hapless man in clothes wringing 
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SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE ON TOBACCO-SMOKING. [Szrremser 8, 186). 


wet, and the stench proceeding from them of the accumulated 
sweat of months perfectly sickening. To enter a barrack-room 
now requires a strong stomach, so obnoxious is the smell. 
Lackily for the men, they are so accustomed to it that they 
are unaware of the sty-like atmosphere in which they live. It 
is the foul clothes that produce this.”’ 

The same writer also informs us that ‘‘ the medical men have 
‘*spoken out this year on the subject, but they are treated 
“with indifference, and the poor soldier must sweat on.” 
Treated with indifference indeed! What, we should like to 
know, do commanding officers care for the opinion of him to 
whom the late Commander-in-chief in India applied in a gene- 
pression of ‘* Regimental Doctor”! Before us is now lying a 
recent number of the /ndian Lancet, in which an officer writes 
to say that, accidentally passing through a large station some 
short time since, he was disgusted to find that the medical 
officer’s recommendation to have the men’s clothes washed 
who had been attacked by scabies had not only been cavilled 
at, but positively countermanded by the senior officer! To 
those who are disposed just now to paint the condition and 
authority of the medical officer of the army in couleur de rose, 
we would recommend a careful perusal of the letter by 
‘*Machaon” im our last number. So far as the true position 
of the military medical officer can be shown in a general way, 
we believe that our correspondent’s observations are to be fully 
relied upon. The medical department of the public services has, 
as“ Machaon” shows, generally been overruled by a cold and 
narrow-minded policy, but that policy forms but a trifle to the 
jealousy which now scowls at the privileges the new Warrant 
ostensibly concedes to it. But whatever may be the faulty 
eondition of the medical régime of the public services, there is 
ne reason why the whole military organization of the country 
should be kept at a stand-still. Every now and then some 
apparently gasping efforts are made at improvement under the 
vigorous lash of public opinion. But this soothed for the 
Administration may affect to sneer at the poor opinion which 
the chief European powers express as to our military system. 
They laud our soldiers and sailors individually, and regard 
them as some of the finest material out of which combatant 
men can be made; but as to the system which binds them 
together and wields them en masse, they scout the idea of it. 
They tell us plainly to our faces that we ‘‘ are the Chinese of 
Europe” :— 

“The next time I passed Mont Cenis was in the present 
year, surrounded by a mass of uniforms, French and Sardinian, 
andacloud ofsmoke. The night was fine, the air, notwithstand- 
ing the season, mili, and I believe, but for the tobacco, would 
have been pure. On my left wasa fine, intelligent French staff 
officer; on the right, aneducated, shrewd Sardinian one ; in the 
front, other French ones, rough, soldierly, and good-humoured. 
Before my nationality was discovered, they discussed military 
the British soldier was a first-rate one; and it was even said 
that, owing to the superior education diffused throughout Eng- 
land, he was, individually, more intelligent than the French 
one; but as'to military organization ! ‘ Fine soldiers,’ said the 
Piedmontese, but without organization, and badly commanded.’ 
“Oh, the English,’ replied a Frenchman, ‘they are the Chinese 
of Europe. They were just the same in the Crimea as they 
had been at Waterloo; they have not advanced astep.’ ‘No 
wonder all went wrong with them,” said the Sardinian.”— 
Ttaly in Transition. By Wm. Arthur, A.M. 


Let the governing bodies look to it. The people of Britain 
are now receiving an education in military matters that they 
have scarcely had before. Men's eyes are being opened, and 
they will not continue calmly to submit to the taunt, that 
though as soldiers they may be as brave as lions and as enduring 
as mules, they are in other military matters as stupid as sheep 
and as obstinate as donkeys. 


Wuar is the real position of the sick and wounded of the 
heroic Garipatp1? This is a question which should be an- 
swered faithfully and honestly. We believe that the state- 
ment of our correspondent, which appeared in Tat Lancer of 
the Ist inst., is to be implicitly relied upon. Kuowing the 
qualities of that gentleman for accuracy, we cannot doubt for 
a moment that the helpless and wounded of the Italian pa- 
triots are in a most deplorable and wretched condition. With 
praiseworthy zeal, Mr. Asnurst has published in The Times 
newspaper the list of the surgical appliances and medicines 
which have been liberally contributed by several firms in 
London. Imposing as this list appears, it cannot be denied 
that it is deplorably inadequate to the requirements of the case, 
In a civil hospital, in which common injuries only are received, 
such a list would, no doubt, be regarded as ample; but 
for an army it is evidently insufficient. We trust, therefore, 
that the appeal we have made, and now repeat, will be libe- 
rally responded to. Any contributions in aid of those gallant 
and noble men who have embarked in the cause of national 
deliverance, would be willingly received at Tur Lancer Office, 
or by Mr. Hart, 69, Wimpole-street, Cavendish-square. Such 


and enemies, and meantime the consumption of tobacco has 
continued. The last voice bringing the influence of 
authority was that of Dr. Seymour, formerly 

physicians of St. George’s Hospital Commissioner 
Lanacy. Dr. Seymour confirmed all 


and 
that 
enemies of tobacco have asserted in these col 
King James feeble in his condemmation of the “filthy and 
deleterious herb,” and painted in the gloomiest colours the 
attendant demons of lunacy, dyspepsia, and muscular and ner- 
vous atrophy, that ride the clouds of tobacco-smoke, and direct 
the wanderings of its empyreumatic oil through all the veins. 


| contributions shall be forwarded with the least possible delay 
to these who so urgently require them. 
SIR B. BRODIE ON TOBACCO-SMOKING. 
Smxce the prolonged discussion of the effects of tobacce- 
smoking on the human system which was initiated in the 
| columas of Tus Lancer, the controversy has never wholly 
| ceased. Blasts and counterblasts have been blown by friends 
| Sir Benjamin Brodie, from the raral retreat in which he awaits 
f in darkness some lightening of his misfortune, now comes for- 
ward to discuss the use and abuse of tobacco. His active mind 
will not permit indifference to human interests, even in retire- 
ment: it is with him as with princes, whom Bacon likens to 
| | the planets, that have much veneration but no rest The 
| utterances of Sir Benjamin Brodie ou » subject interesting the 
health of so many millions, and still hotly contested, justly 
receive great respect and carry great weight. His letter is 
marked by extreme moderation ; this will certainly increase 
its influence. It brings no new facts or theories to our know- 
| ledge, but comments with acuteness and without exacgeration 
: upon accepted truths. The powerfal oil of tobacco—which 
] destroyed life in the Boccarmé case, whitch is a drug too 
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doses, and of which a drop will destroy the life of a cat—can- 
not circulate in the blood of the habitual smoker without pro- 
ducing decidedly injurious effects. This dictum is not open 
even to discussion, But, on the other hand, Sir B, Brodie 
concedes great weight to the arguments of the advocates of 
tobacco, who recall the fact that it belongs to the same class of 
nervine agents as alcohol, Indian hemp, the kava of the South 
Sea Islanders, the Paraguay tea, coffee, and even tea—products 
which are eagerly sought out by all the tribes of men in every 
part of the world, and universally consumed. 

** A disposition so universal may almost be regarded as an 
instinct, ded ‘Where is eaidinheciues to believe that within 
certain limits the indulgence is useful. But we must not abuse 
our instincts,” 

The whole argument is thus narrowed to the discussion of 
degree. What constitutes the abuse of tobacco, and who is an 
habitual smoker? A contemporary public instructor, comment- 
ing upon Sir B. Brodie’s letter, expresses the opinion that 

* Half a dozen pipes or three cigars per diem do not consti- 
tute excess; but un ounce of tobacco, smoked, or chewed, or 
snuffed, during the twenty-four hours, is excess, and of the 
most dangerous description, We are ectly willing to be- 
lieve that the statistics of the lives of inveterate smokers will 
be found below the average ; but what is an inveterate smoker? 
He is a man whose throat and abdomen are one hugh meer- 


schaum. He eats, drinks, and sleeps upon tobacco. He sucks 
a filthy short pipe till his teeth, his tongue, and his finger- 
nails become stained and impregnated with essential oil; or 


else he chews a ‘quid’ till his complexion is as yellow as a 
guinea, and his hand trembles like that of a drunkard afflicted 
with delirium tremens.” 


Few will be disposed to differ from the description of excess, 
but many will desire to narrow the limits prescribed to mode- 
ration. Sir B. Brodie does not omit to emphasize the portrayal 
of the injuries inflicted upon the system by perseverance in 
this habit. It is this part of his argument which will be read 
with the greatest interest and profit; for assuredly the con- 
sumers of tobacco stand now in more need of warning than of 
indulgence. 

** The earliest symptoms are manifested in the derangement 


smoking relieves for a time, though it So eee the evil after- 
wards. Occasionally there is a general nervous excitability, 
i , partakes of 


many individuals to suffer from severe we some- 
times in one, sometimes in another part of the body.” 

Cases of neuralgia and amaurosis are enumerated as illus- 
trating the evil effects of tobacco-smoking, together with 
“ other symptoms of deficient nervous power.” 

“But the ill effects of tobacco are not confined to the ner- 
vous system. In many instances there is a loss of the healthy 
appetite for food, the imperfect state of the digestion being 
soon rendered manifest by the loss of flesh and the sallow coun- 
tenance. It is difficult to say what other diseases may not 
follow the imperfect assimilation of food continued during a 
long period of time. So many causes are in operation in the 
human body which may tend in a greater or less degree to the 
production of organic changes in it, that it is only in some in- 
stances we can venture to pronounce as to the precise manner 
in which a disease that proves mortal has originated. From 
cases, however, which have fallen under my own observation, 
and from a consideration of all the circumstances, I cannot en- 
tertain a doubt that, if we could obtain accurate statistics on 
the subject, we should find that the value of life in inveterate 
smokers is considerably below the average.” 


It might have been desiréd in the interests of society, per- 
haps, that the distinguished writer had confined himself to the 
enunciation of these striking experiences; for it may almost 
be feared that the encouragement to smoking held out in one 
part of the letter will neutralize the judicious and emphatic 
Warnings which we quote. ee is so widely and perni- 


ciously prevalent, that it needs repression because it is exces- 
sive. Encouragement can only add to the excess, 


DRUGGISTS NO POISONERS. 

Tuts week three instances of accidental poisoning are 
all of which were within an ace of producing death, and all of 
which might have been prevented by the adoption by the re- 
spective dispensing druggists of a very simple precaution, to 
which we have already more than once directed attention, 
** An Hospital Surgeon” writes that his patient receiving two 
bottles of medicine from a first-rate dispensing establishment, 
one containing solution of iodide of potassium, and the other a 
solution of atropine, duly labelled “‘ poison,” and ‘‘ for external 
use,” swallowed hurriedly, and by mistake, a dose of the poi- 
sonous solution of atropine, and narrowly escaped death. No 
doubt this was very careless on the part of the patient; but it 
is a species of carelessness which is not very uncommon, and for 
which death or painful illness isa very severe penalty. It is the 
same kind of error by which the Hon. Mrs. Anson lost her life, 
and by which we lately recorded that M. Danergwald, Minister 
of State, Berlin, nearly perished. It might be easily remedied, 
and the danger averted, by the use of the narrow-necked 
bottles which we lately described. Had this gentleman, in 
pouring out his medicine, found that it would not flow freely, 
but fell drop by drop, he would have been instantly aware 
that it was a potent solution which he was handling. Had he, 
in grasping the bottle, felt that he was seizing a deeply-fluted, 
angular phial, he would have been aware that he was pouring 
out a lotion for external use, and not a mixture to be swal- 
lowed, Again, the Vicar of Clare, asking in a Welsh town for 
a rhubarb draught, was served in error with tincture of opium, 
and only discovered the mistake after swallowing the poisonous 
dranght, and just in time for the successful application of anti- 
dotes. Here again the medicine was duly labelled. 

It is impossible, we think, to exaggerate the advantage of 
the contracted neck as a protection from poisoning by mistake 
on the part of the patient or attendant, and these three recent 
cases only afford new illustrations of a proposition which might 
be considered self-evident, and sure to carry conviction to the 
minds of all who preside over dispensing establishments; but 
the force of habit and the reluctance to change have hitherto 
overpowered the strong arguments by which this innovation is 
recommended, and as yet we are not aware that any other dis- 
pensing chemists have adopted the new bottles beside Messrs, 
Savory and Moore, by whom they were introduced. 

The third case of accidental poisoning indicates the necessity 
of using the same kind of bottles for storing medicine. A gen- 
tleman, seeking an appetizing draught before dining at the 
Star and Garter, enters a chemist’s shop at Richmond, and is 
there supplied with a mixture which speedily renders him 
senseless, and from the effects of which active medical assist- 
ance is able only tardily to restore him, This accident belongs 
to the same class of errors as that which caused the self-in- 
flicted death of Mr. Dawson, who drank tincture of aconite for 
tincture of orange-peel, in a draught which he prepared for 
himself when suffering from a slight headache. The same 
error was the cause of the fatal substitution of a narcotic 
draught for an aperient at the shop of Mr. Reeve, at Canter- 
bury. It caused lately a death at Brompton; it permitted the 
substitution of pulv. opii Ture.,” for ‘‘pulv. rhei Ture.,” 
in a fatal case which was recorded in our columns last year; 
and it has been the cause of deaths and accidents out of aumber, 
many of which have not been recorded, or are forgotten. 

By the adoption of these bottles, which discharge their con- 
tents only gradually,— guttatim et gradatim,— one great 
source of accidental poisoning will be cut off. Purists may 
urge that precautions intended to supersede the necessity for 
intelligent care and conscientious observation of the labels on 
the part of patient and dispenser, are themselves a source of 
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the nervous system. A large proportion o itua 
smokers are rendered lazy and listless, indisposed to bodily, 
and incapable of much mental, exertion. Others suffer from 
depression of spirits, amounting to h hondriasis, which 
nature of the delirium tremens of drunkards. Ihave known | 
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danger. It may be answered that this necessity can never be 

But the advantage of adding the unmistakable 
indicia afforded by peculiarity of shape and mode of pouring 
in all bottles containing potent powders and fluids to the ex- 
isting safeguard of a properly-devised label, can hardly be said 
to admit of discussion. This is a precaution which all dis- 
pensing draggists owe it to their character and their conscience 
forthwith to adopt; it is one of which medical practitioners 
and the public are interested in enforcing the observance. It 
helps no physician’s reputation that a patient should be poi- 
soned by his prescription, even though it be in error. It con- 
cerns him greatly that the health of his patient shall be in no 
avoidable way injured, The public have a yet more direct in- 
terest in requiring all possible guarantees that they shall be 
saved from being accidentally poisoned by their own inad- 
vertences, or, yet worse, by the carelessness of a chemist’s 
assistant, and the neglect of his master to provide the best 
kind of bottles for storing and issuing his medicines. It re- 
mains only to add, that these bottles are stated to be in no 
degree more costly or difficult to procure than those in ordinary 
use, and thus to furnish that which may certainly be the lowest 
argument in favour of this means of security, but which may, 
perhaps, nevertheless be considered the necessary basis of all 
advocacy of its adoption. 


DEATHS FROM THE INFLAMMABILITY 
OF CLOTHING. 


Tue public mind, so slow to be moved in all that suggests 
the sacrifice of old habits, takes but lazily to the idea of adopt- 
ing any of the solutions recommended for rendering ladies’ light 
clothing non-inflammable. Meantime a constant succession of 
deaths occur due to this sole cause. The total number of per- 
sons who died in the United Kingdom from burns and scalds 
during the year 1858 was 3125. Of these, no small proportion 
met with their deaths by their clothes catching fire. Neither 
number nor rank is wanting to emphasize the sad calamities due 
to the habitual employment by ladies of light and combustible 
attire. This last week adds to the list of victims the Countess 
de St. Marsault, one of the Princess Clotilde’s ladies of honour, 
who has just expired at Paris from the effect of burns which 
she had received while endeavouring to save another lady 
whose dress had caught fire at a ball. Not even royalty has 
escaped these perils; and the severe burns some time since 
suffered by the Princess Frederick William of Prussia, owing 
to the ignition of her dress while she was in the act of sealing 
a letter, led to the institution of the latest and most successfal 
inquiries into the means of preventing the ignition of light 
textile fabrics, These investigations were undertaken at the 
express desire of the Queen; and it is stated by Messrs, Vers- 
mann and Oppenheim that the solutions of tungstate of soda, 
and other salts which they recommend, may be employed 
without risk of injury to the texture or colours of the fabric. 
Granted that there may be a tinge of partiality in the opinions 
of these chemists, so valuable an immunity is cheaply purchased 
by the loss of a creamy shade of whiteness, or the variation of 
a tint in the many-coloured gossamer robes of fashion. Let 
our modern beauties shun the example as they would the fate 
of the moth. Modern chemistry offers them the means of 
decking their forms in bright vestments which defy the flames 
that may in a moment render those they now wear more fatal 
than the robe of Dejanira, Steeped in these chemic waters, 
their stuffs will crumble, but never burn amidst the fiercest 
flames; and decked in these plumes, rivaling the feathers of 
the pheenix, beauty may frolic secure from fire. 


THE ABODE OF DEATH. 


Tue Officers of Health in various 
more than once urged the necessity for establishing local 


metropolitan parishes have 


mortuaries for the temporary reception of the bodies of those 
who have fallen victims to disease, especially of a contagious 
nature, and which remain under existing circumstances sources 
of infection and of horror in the crowded rooms of the living,— 
often awaiting burial during many days in a room filled with 
human beings, of whom some are not unfrequently already 
stricken with illness. Such a case, by no means avery exaggerated 
or unusually painful example, presented itself this week before 
the notice of Mr. Paynter, one of the metropolitan magistrates, 
who acknowledged the difficulty, the danger, and the horror, 
but could in no way apply a remedy. A poor woman solicited 
his advice, stating that at nine o’clock on Monday night a 
child of hers died of cholera, ever since which it had been 
lying in the same room in which her husband, herself, and two 
other children were living. The parish had refused to bury it, 
and told her to do so on Saturday with her husband’s wages; 
but if she did that, all of them must starve, and she knew not 
what to do. Mr. Paynter said ‘‘it was a very shocking case, 
as a pestilence might arise and be destructive to every one im 
the house, and others besides. It was very strange, but it seemed 
no one’s duty to bury the body, and he doubted whether the 
parish could be compelled to do so. If it was anyone's duty, 
it surely was theirs, but he could not compel the parish to bury 
it. He had no power whatever to assist her, and all she could 
do would be to consult the Poor-law Commissioners,” The 
poor woman left the court in tears, 

Observe that in such cases the parish is always impersonate, 
and is supposed to be a brute of the neuter gender, requiring 
the most violent compulsion to all acts of humanity and tender- 
ness, This being so, we should be glad to hear that there was 
a probability of legal provision for carrying into effect the sug- 
gestion of local mortuaries, and preventing such horrors as 
these. In any case where the relatives were believed to pos- 
sess the means but not the will to defray the expenses of 
burial, the powers of the law might be severely applied; but 
decency, humanity, and the laws of health need not on that 
account be systematically outraged. 


AMALGAMATION OF THE MEDICAL 


Mr. Cuartes Hawks proposed at the last annual meeting 
of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society a scheme by 
which the various Medical Societies of the metropolis might be 
A Committee was shortly afterwards formed, 
consisting of the chief officers of the Medical and Chirurgical, 
the Pathological, the Epidemiological, and the Obstetrical So- 
cieties. At the first meeting of the Committee, the following 
resolution was unanimously carried :— 

“That it is the opinion of this meeting that it would tend 
to the advancement of i i i 
and Chirurgical, the Pathological, the Epidemiological, 
Obstetrical Societies united under one head, and different 
branches of medical science carried out in corresponding sec- 
tions of one Society.” 

The scheme proposed was as follows :— 
“TT. That the united Society be divided into 

ions :—1. Practical Medicine and Surgery. 
and Morbid Anatomy. 3. Epidemiology and Hygienics. 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 5. Physio- 
logy (including Anatomy and Animal Chemistry). 6. Psycho- 

Medicine. 7. Medical Jurisprudence. ‘ 

** II. That the treasurers of each ion respectively receive 
the subscriptions to such Section, and defray from their own 
funds the expense of publishing their ‘Transactions,’ and other 

outlay. the surplus, if any, be paid into the 

“IIL That Fellows of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 
Society [i. e., of the Societies when combined] be members of 
all the Sections, and have a right to attend all meetings of such 


“TV. That persons, not Fellows of the Society, be admitted 
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eum, and be designated members of such Section, and Asso- 
ciates of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society [i. e., the 
Societies when combined]. 

“ V. That each Section elect ann a presi and other 
officers for the t of the affairs of its own depart- 
‘ment, and also from time to time elect members who are not 
‘Bellows of the Society. 

“VL That in the annual nomination of Fellows recom- 
amended by the Council for election as President and Council of 
the united Society for the ensuing year, two at the least be 
selected from amongst the members of the Committee of Man- 

t of each of the several Sections. 

“VIL. That members of icular Sections have the right 
to attend all meetings of Section, and to be admitted to 
the use of the reading-room, but not to remove from the library 
any books, except such as belong to the Section. : 

Section to prepare a re; sey” ses- 
tion, to be read at an annual meeting to be deeper 
(pose. 
_ Without at the present time offering an opiniun as: to the 
possibility of carrying out the various propositions of the Com- 
‘mittee, it cannot be doubted that the entire subject is one for 
‘the serious consideration of the Fellows at large. It is most 
desirable that an institution should be formed in this country 
similar to the Academy of Medicine in France. 

Fe would be to the interest of the profession and the public 
that there should be a competent court of appeal to which 
questions of vital importance to the community should be re- 
ferred, and we trust that the praiseworthy exertions of Mr. 
@harles Hawkins will be followed by the establishment of 
sach a tribunal. 

In the carrying out of such a project, some difficulty and 
@pposition are to be expected from the supporters of routine 
‘and red-tapeism. No measure of reform was ever carried 
without difficulty. We recommend, therefore, that the Com- 
mittee should persevere, and not allow themselves to be deterred 
from pursuing their useful course, either by the clamour of in- 
terested opponents, or by the opposition of these whose narrow 
views prevent them from arriving at a just appreciation of a 
great and beneficial change. 


ON SAVING CROPS OF CORN IN WET 
WEATHER. 


_ We extract the following letter from The Times of Tuesday 
fast :— 
, “* To the Editor of The Times. 


ehanical means, which have been so liberally and skilfully em- 
ployed by our agriculturists for producing crops, had’ not been 
adequately used for saving them when produced, I determined, 


if it were possible, to get a drying-machine manufactured for | 


the of i Accordingly, on Wednesday last, 
to him that my object was to and dry sound ripe corn 
whatever might be the fall of rain. To attain that object I 
‘proposed that after being cut the corn should be received under 
cover, and, where the premises were sufficiently capacious, the 
sheaves should be subjected to the action of a drying: machine, 
‘worked either by liand, horses, or steam ; or that the earsonly, 
ie combs or hackles; might be so treated. Mr. Savage is a 
‘ coffee-roasting machine’ manufacturer, on a seale; He 
considered that the plan I proposed was quite practicable, and, 
on seeing him again the following he stated that the more 
he reflected on the subject the more fully he was convinced 
that the pro could be carried into effect. By this 
man I was kindly referred te the manufactory of! Mr. 


extent of 10,000 cubic feet a minute. Here was a corn-drying 
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mises, through which, by a six-horse power, he 
10,000 cubic feet of air per minute, occupies a 
feet square, and its cost would be about £40. ring ae 


FL: 


man Mechi, to w ability, energy, and enterprise the public 
are so deeply i for a vast number of improvements in 
any ap I saw that gentleman on Friday last, and in less 

five minutes he pronounced the proposed plan not only 
practicable, but hi useful and important. Alderman 
remarked that wind is an excellent dryer, and added, ‘ At my 
farm yesterday we had one of machines — ae 
we had a brisk breeze, and consequently i @ stack of 
wheat.’ On my leaving Mr. Mechi he stated that he should at 


once go and see the instruments I had mentioned. 
= drying machines 


‘*T have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“Reform Club, Sept. 3rd, 1880.” “ Tuomas WAaKLEY.. 


COUNTY CORONERS NEW ACT. 


ANNO VICESIMO TERTIO &4 VICESIMO QUARTO 
VICTORIZ REGIN 
Car. CXVL - 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO THE ELECTION, 
DUTIES, AND PAYMENT OF COUNTY CORONERS. 

Wuereas it ie expedient to amend the law with respect 

to the Election and of Coroners for Counties, and 
te extend. the provisions of the Act i 

to all counties, whether divided into districts or not;—Beit 


the office of Mr. Davison, No. 8, 
street. Having explained to these men the object I had 
in view, they both ex remed an opinion that the plan wa | 
of adoption. and might be ied into effect wi perfect fact. 
lity. At Mr. Davison’s, the operation of drying different sub- 
was enti i At Mr. ‘s tery I found 
a machine, under the influence of a six-horse power, to 

| 

| | 
‘ 
for th 

urposes than saving crops of corn is quite obvious, During the | 
winter thousand of tons of mangold-wartzel and tomipa 
rotted after they had been stacked, housed, or caved. A si | 
destruction may be prevented in future by subjecting these | 
Within a few years it is, think, probable thatthe application 
of mechanical power and skill with a view to the sa of ripe , 
in. wet ili be 
me to tht [have no inert whatover in 
| this question except as one public, engineers | 
‘ consulted them last week. 
_ **Sm,—Allow me to suggest in the columns of Tlie Times 
-@ new application of mechanical power with a view to the 
‘saving and preserving of ripe crops of corn and other vegetable — 
products. At the commencement of last week the accounts 
from all parts of the kingdom with regard to the harvest were ee | 
dreary and alarming, Having long been of opinion that me- --—— 

| therefore enacted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, | 
| and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 

and by the authority of the same, as follows—that is to say: : 
I. Provisions of 7 &8 Vict., c. 92, extended to all counties, 
—From and after the passing of this Act, all the provisions 
of the Act 7°& 8 Vict., c. 92, shall, so far as the same may be p 
| applicable to the election of be be 
gineer, of No. 70, Guildford-street, Southwark, anc D | the same may not have ivided into two or more districts 
246 


in 


Liberties, and other places, the Coroners whereof are paid 


of the county rates. 


Ww 


The word “ 


peal 
head Coroners for the said County, bat 


(subject to any future alteration or division of their 
idings, Divisions, Hundreds, 


¢. 92) they shall continue in office as if such repeal had not 
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COUNTY CORONERS NEW ACT. (Serremper §, 1560. 
——-—4 
l purposes of such Act ; and every id ia the provisions of that Act, and also the Lacal 
ty not so divided as aforesaid which 3 ©. 81, authorising the 
; previous to the passing of this Act Joroners for the County Palatine 
4 t section of that Act, so far as regar¢ 
[ whatsoever as if election i n office for the three divisi 
| the passing of this Act. y divided), and also so muc 
w+ ad of pr 02 
oners $0 continue for t 
repealed, and thencefi in force, shall, from and 
| day only. nd apply to the County 
’ IIL Provisions as to divisions into-which t 
| pealed.—From and after the divided. Provided alw : 
} much of any Act as provide eal the present divisi 
Coroners by fees, mileage, an powers of the said 
! same is hereby repealed. continae, unless and until that County 
7 IV. County Coroners to be ed into other districts, under the powers of the 
; entitled ‘to receive, sech an an 21st of the said Local and Personal Act 
= between him and the J ao the 
ions assenibiled for the 
J 
rterly 
e coun 
caus 
to 
| he sal IX. Saving Rights of the Crown, &c.—Nothing herein con- 
yersonal ‘repre- | tained shall be construed to abridge or affect the Royal Pre- 
i sui unable to agree | appoint by patent, or by election er o ise, any Coroner for 
the amount of the salary to De paid to such Coroner, | any city, borough, liberty, franchise, maner, er place, or the 
it shall be lawful for her Majesty’s principal Secretary of State authority of the Lord Chanedilor, or to feee's wih de 
for the Home Coronatore eligendo, 
; cation of such Coroner, to fix and determine amount of X. Extent of Acts.—The said Act of 7 & 6 Vict., c. 92 (as 
such salary, having regard to such average as aforesaid, also wasied, by Gis elt, ond Side Act, shall extend only to that 
part of United Kingdom called England and Wales. 
preceding as aforesaid, wry 
special Sreumneiae fl eath case, and the general s .” We extract the following paragraph from the Report of 
County Coroners. Provided also, that a last Meeting of the Members of the 
successive period of five years, it sha 
| +h Justices and such Coroner as feel that it would be unjust to issue this 
and thereby increase or diminish, any such salar. owledging that the to selieve 
: gard to the average number of inquests held by an Fy ying them 
tary as before mentioned. Provided | 
contained shall in manner take away, alter, or depri pa 
any such Coroner of the igh of the count 
id or made by him on ing of any inquest, as SC 
I ‘the Registrar-General's return for 1859, it that 
_— the full complement of men in the Russian sorioe 24,818 
nquest in an of sickness were entered in the returns, of which 23,260 
hall be lawf ered, and 916 died. Cholera was most rife at Cronstadt, 
: the Court o mt the number of fatal terminations was 87. 
any one of b ot of cases amounted to 323, and out of these 
. fora ri ‘and it farther appears that all cholera cases 
| > should by either a total 
rule, of cramp, and were acco 
wful for the feeble 
at payment fering from 
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satisfactory result when compared with former years, and the 
bratty, Neon must be interesting for comparison with the 
Tesults obtained by other naval or hospital surgeons. The 

incipally at Cronstadt and 


Operations were performed 
St. Petersburg, and consisted of — 
No, of under 
Cases. Recovered. Died. Treatment, 
Amputation of fingers... 29 . 
” ” thigh - 


” 
Excision of tumours ... 
4 


— for hydrocele 
thotomy ... ... 


~ 


The year 1859 was not distinguished by the prevalence of 
‘any widely-spread epidemic, Chol 
quent at St. Petersburg, Cronstadt, and Astrakhan, Rheu- 
matic fevers occurred in some places, and scurvy prevailed to 
@ greater extent at Cronstadt this year than during the former 
one. In ions of separate organs were the most nume- 
rous of all the complaints during the year, and occasioned 
amongst the class of acute disorders the greatest mortality ; 
the number of cases occurred during the winter and 
autumn, and the total number of cases amounted to 2543, of 
which 117 died. 


_ Sept. 5th, 1860, 


D. Styman, M.R.C.S., &e. 


Correspondence. 
“Audi alteram partem.” 


_ CLINICAL INSTRUCTION IN THE METRO- 
POLITAN SCHOOLS. 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Srr,—I see in your number of the Ist inst., a letter from 
** Cantab.,” containing some hints to the intending students in 
‘the forthcoming October. Perhaps you will allow me space to 
make a few remarks upon it. 

** Cantab.” seems to be perfectly aware of the value of the 
estimable quality of self-dependence, but [ think does not 
attach to it all the importance it demands, I have myself been 
-a teacher in one of the metropolitan schools for some time, and 
thave come to the conclusion that the students who ask ques- 
tions of their teachers are of two kinds: — Ist. The hard- 


_ the teacher who finds ‘‘ the idlers” of his class asking questions 
-of a most ridiculous and simple kind. I can well recollect an 
instance of this. When a student, I remember upon one occa- 
sion attending the medical visit with the 
class; and there happened to be a case 
treatment. It will 


kinds of worms infested the human body.” I say ay. 
e 


By so ing he would be employing his time usefully, 


his narrow-minded and i + questions, neither would he 
subject himself to the ridicule of his contemporaries, nor to the 
sneers of the a I think it is exceedingly fortunate 
that the student is kind seldom finds his way into the 
wards of the bospital; for if the time of the assiduous pupil is 
to be ——— by listening to the teacher vainly endeavouring 
to drive the most common-place subject into a fool who re- 
collects nothing of what has been told him, I fear the number 
of students accompanying the physician in his round w 
become very small. What is the use, I would ask, of explain- 
ing any point to the idle, never-reading pupil? The answer is, 
none at all; for what he hears goes in at one ear and out at 
the other; and he is just as likely to ask the same question 
the following week, and is as likely to know as much about it. 
My firm belief is that students are not half enough dependent 

will so su ially, or, as su anently, poli 
him as to Rr hin to undertake the change of the lives of his 
fellow-creatures, and is, therefore, led to imagine that he is at 
liberty to chatter at lecture, to crack jokes during the hospital 
visit, and to pick about with a pel and a pair of forceps 
under the vague impression that he is dissecting. 

I would, fore, say to intending students, Work for 
yourselves; if you cannot understand what you read, read 
until you do; and only apply to your teacher as a last resource, 
and I am quite sure that, under such circumstances, every in- 
formation will only too gladly be given. I can safely say that 
when I was a student, f ago x. never turned a deaf ear to 
me, nor did they ever answer my inquiries in a ss in 
an impatient manner. Nevertheless, [ think it quite sufficient 
to make a teacher disgusted when he finds a man asking ques- 
tions the answers to which the pupil might easily get at by the 
least observation and the smallest amount of reading. 

By pursuing a course of steady, but careful, study, the 
student will find that he is adding much to his store of general 
knowledge, and is teaching himself, during his college curri- 
culum, what he will inevitably have to put into practice in 
after life; that 

“ He can, who thinks he can. 


And should he be disheartened by the distance of the goal to 
which he is travelling, let him remember on his journey, that 
i “ Success 
Will be the sweeter, though it come but late, 
Because unaided thou hast carved it out, 
And hewn, thyself, thy fortune to a shape.” 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


September, 1960, GANGLION. 


VERSION WITHOUT INSERTING THE HAND 
IN THE UTERUS. 
To the Editor of Lancet. 


Sir,—The two communications of Dr. Braxton Hicks, pub- 
lished in Tae Lancer of the 14th and 2lst July, descriptive 
and illustrative of “‘a new method of version in 
labour,” induce me to send you the details of the following 
case :— 

On the 28th of January, I was summoned to attend Mrs. 
——.,, a farmer’s wife, in her third continement. On my arrival, 
I ascertained she had been in labour for several hours. The 
— were strong, and occurring at re 
‘ound dilated sufficiently to admit the forefinger; the mem- 
branes were entire. The ting part I had little difficulty 
in making out to be the left shoulder, in what I considered the 
first position, The slightest pressure on it with the finger 
caused the child to recede considerably, showing the liquor 
amnii to be abundant. Having now determined the case 
could not with safety be left to nature, I resolved upon having 
recourse to the operation of turning; but as the time for its 
performance had not yet arrived, I was content to remain some 
time longer passive, at the same time avoiding giving a direct 
answer to my patient’s earnest inquiry if all were right, for I 


r intervals ; the os I 


knew I should encounter many difficulties were she apprized of 
abnormal position of the child. Un again making an exa- 
mination, I found matters as I had previously left them, with 


the exception of the os, which had to the size of a 
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And Self-reliance are twin Anakim ; 
Strange Thaumatargi both. Possessed of these, 
pe All things are possible—few difficult. 
Man steps from hindrance on to hindrance 
As a boy crosses, on the stones, the stream. 
E’en obstacles themselves are but the rungs 
working, diligent student, who, after haying read his subject 
with care, cannot understand some point, and, therefore, really 
asks for information, 2ndly. The idle student, who asks, not 
because he is anxious to make himself proficient, but because, 
as he sees the diligent student doing the same, he thinks it looks 
well, and, at all events, brinvs him somewhat in contact with 
dais teacher. Hence the abeard questions which all must occa- 
‘sionally have heard these gentlemen put to their professors. 
** Cantab.” says ‘‘ it is discouraging to the student to find 
his inquiries answered in a slurring and impatient manner.” | 
wee call him a student), in the face of all the junior pupils, 
the to ask the ** how different 
subject most minutely with the gentleman, I consider there 
was not the slightest necessity for it. Why could not this | 
ignoramus go to his chambers and read up the subject of | 
worms?” and then, if he found any difficulty in his search | 
after knowledge, let him do as the intelligent and hard- | 
working student would—seck the assistance of his teacher. | 
and | 
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DR. W. BUDD’S VIEWS ON FEVER, 


[Szrpremnzr 8, 1860, 


nalf-crown piece, and would, if required, admit with little 
difficulty the whole hand. 
facility with which the feetus could be 


hot stage of the fever as the sweating did, and which elimi- 
native action in the intestinal mucous membrane was, in the 
majority of instances, the precursor of the dysenteric symptoms 

ich were so common in the chronic forms of the disease. 

fever of the periodic type in European constitutions, 
me to account for the disease of the gun Lascars. I 
believe them to have been seized with the Hong Kong inter- 
mittent, and that after passing through the cold and hot 
stages, instead of the attack terminating by profuse sweating, 
as in the case of Euro in the earlier periods of the disease, 
the crisis by watery elimination occurred internally, accounting 
for the sudden invasion of the dropsy, which sometimes set in 
in the air tubes with a rapidity terminating in y suffo- 
cation. This view appears to me the more e when the 
peculiarities of the skin of the natives of the East are borne in 
recollection. 

Shortly after arriving at these conclusions, I embarked for 
a in medical charge of troops, and as most of the men 

suffered from intermittent and remittent fevers during 

their service in China, instances were of uent occurrence 
tending fully to corroborate the views I had formed in refer- 
ence to the dependence of some forms of diarrhea on the ab- 
sence of the sweating stages in these diseases. One man, I 


safest | recollect, was attacked every second night, between eleven and 


Isend you the above observations, which Som, cok Gah, 
may 
the child 
may 
so that 
merits 
I remain, Sir, yours faithfully, 
Davip M.D. 


DR. WILLIAM BUDD’S VIEWS 
RELATING TO THE 

CONNEXION BETWEEN INTESTINAL ULCER- 

ATION & THE ELIMINATION OF FEBRILE 

POISONS BY INTERNAL ERUPTIONS. 
(LETTER FROM STAFF-SURGEON DR. RENNIE.) 
To the Editor of Tax Laycer. 

Str, —Referring to the very interesting and important obser- 

vations on intestinal fever by Dr. W. Budd, in Tae Lancer 


for observing 


believe in 


twelve o'clock, with rigors, followed by fever, terminating by 
violent purging. From his ious hi , and the general 
character of the 


the first instance, 


in 
in, but that after a time i 


skin, 


3 
materies morbi of the fever was prevented attaining 
circulation 


within the current of the ci sufficient to pro- 
uce the constitutional disturbance it did formerly, from the 
fact of its having a constant breach of surface—a sort of safet;7- 
valve, in fact—to ooze out at in the ulcerated intestines. 
The views I have now given were originally formed by me 
in 1852; and while I believe them to be correct as applying to 
certain forms of intestinal ulceration occurring as sequele of 
fevers, from observations I have made since, I am ied that 


raised and about, it to me 
might be improved without either introducing the whole hand 
or rupturing the membranes—in short, that it might be pos- 
sible, without having recourse to either expedient, to bring 
down the hecd into the brim of the pelvia, as to convert the 
case into a natural presentation. ith this object in view, | | 
endeavoured to raise u vat Son 
fingers of the left hand, while with the right T made steady 
re upon the head in the direction from left to right. | 
[a a very short time the shoulder began to recede, but only to | 
bo The head could now | 
be So Eee, The external pres- | 
sure was continued, whi the fingers of the left hand were | 
employed in guiding the head towards the pelvic brim, into | 
which, before I had withdrawn the hand, it had entered. The | 
case, being now converted into a natural tation, was | 
left to nature. In course of time a fully developed and healthy | 
male child was born, The whole operation was completed in | 
less than five minutes, and without the knowledge of the | 
mother—a matter of no smal] moment in the t instance | 
No doubt this mode of version was greatly favoured by the | 
peculiar circumstances of the case; and, although it may be 
both to mother and chil 
C viewing the watery diarrhea to be otherwise than perspiration 
pe from a wucous surface, and I accordingly placed him under 
in treatment as for common of quinine 
: on the day after the seizure,—and in arresting the 
ie disease after two doses. 

Amongst the invalids on board there were several men from 
the 59th Regt. yen | under chronic dysentery ; the whole 
of them having suffi severely from fever in China. On 
inquiring carefully into the history of their cases, | found that, 
without exception, when first attacked, the crisis occurred b 
bowels become affected—commencing with intermittent at- 
tacks of diarrhea, which gradually became remittent, and ulti- 
inte the form of for which 

| facts as I have now given them were embodied by me 
in a series of “‘ Observations on the Connexion between In- 
ternal Disease and Irregularities in the Modes of Termination of 

Army and Ordnance Medical Departments in the early part of 

of Feb, 25th, I shall feel obliged by your giving insertion to | 1854; and I drew the following practical deductions from 
. . them,—namely, that the tendency of the fever as it then pre- 

the following remarks, as the occurrences on which they are wailed - terminate by watery effusions, 
based tend materially to corroborate the views Dr. Budd has 
advanced regarding ulcerations in the intestines frequently | the t seemed as if the cutaneous 
being the result of eruptions, standing in the same relation to | surface became unable to perform the eliminative process, 
with membeane, the process at first going on from it with the 
cedes it:— ene same regularity as it did from the skin; this, however, was 

of carving of short duration, as it appeared to me that when the termi- 
tn Tieng was drawn to the rela- fairly established, the characte- 

: tion existing between _disease and varieties in the modes | ristics of the disease became less marked—the diarrhcea, for- 

| of elimination of febrile poisons, The circumstances were the | merly intermittent, gradually became remittent, and ceased to 
following :—A corps of gun Lascars, recruited from the Madras be preceded by the same amount of constitutional disturbance 
She wae as y—sometimes by none at all; ultimately no remis- 
suffering severely from an obscure and form of disease, | sion could be noticed in the bowel complaint, and the charac- 

| setting in with all the ordinary symptoms of fever, and speedily | teristic form of chronic dysentery became fairly established ; 

| heceeneng, comupuetiad with ascites, bronchitis, and a swollen | the lining membrane of the bowels apparently not being capa- 

state of the joints, which latter symptom led to its being viewed en the of tak of 

: by some as a species of rheumatic fever. As the men com- | time without becoming diseased: constant irritation p 

posing this corps enlist on the understanding that their religious | producing inflammation, succeeded by ulceration. The decline. 

opportunities of the febrile symptoms in proportion as the bowels became. 

e -mortem appeararces. I m not | diseased 

the rheumatic origin of the that the 

watching with some care the progress of the ordinary inter- 

mittent fevers their intestinal compli- 

cations) whi vailed extensively am the European 

on he long an the men 

j febrile at 8, terminating iaphoresis, 

they wer fre from any fection of the bowels; ut that 

\ acces 08 paroxysms of fever ceased to pass off by perspi- 

, ration, they were, as a general role, seized with diarrhea, | rative mo in 
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SPONTANEOUS REDUCTION OF PROCLDENTIA UTERI. 
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bowels origi in eruptions similar to those which 
ppm pacaliar to the skin, having on several oc- 
casions: found the intestines the seat of them. ‘Tie cases I 


To. the Editor of Tae Lascer. 


readers, I beg to transmit the following account of its principal 
features :— 


cipated flux. Sixteen years 5 a very tedious labour, 
delivered only child. About two years since, 
began to e i ithout any assignable cause, drag- 
ging pus in the loin, and ber notice was soon attracted by 
our, which, on any violent succussion of the body, as in 
sneezing, could be i 


state vagina. About fifteen 
months ago, her attempts at reduction proved unavailing, and 
since that period the uterus has maintained its external re- 
lations, its growth i ing visibly during the last three 
months, occasioning consid diffi in micturition, and 
profane ge. The dimensions of the tumour 
are those of an ordinary-sized orange, somewhat. oval, but less 
broad at the base than the apex, where a transverse slit, sur- 
rounded with superficial ulceration occupying the area of a 
crown-piece, denotes the seat of the os timex. The mucous 


membrane has altogether lost its ordinary characteristics, by 


The mass was acutely sensitive, and, as moderate pressure was 


3 and myself to state that Mr. Brown was equally a pupil 


oat my labouring under complete retention 

urine, She remarked.to me that, in the agony of her suffer- 
ings, she had experienced a sense of the tamour “ ing up.” 
On examination, I discovered partial subsidence of swell. 
ing, and the abstraction of upwards of six pints of urine 


POST-PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 
To the Editor of Taw Laycer. 


&c., none of which I think can be fully mgs en 
plan of injecti about half a pint 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON M.B. HONOURS. 
Ta the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sir,—In the list of honours for the London University M. B. 
first examination, in your last number, the ‘‘ University of 
pr ary as the school of Mr. John Bayldon (the 

ist and exhibitionist in Anatomy and eereclog:) 


It is due to my colleagues 


E 


school, & prizeman in several of its ; and that, Mr. 
Bayldon received much the greater part of his education in this 
school, where he was well-known as a prizeman in the anato- 


I Sir, obedient servant, 
am, Sir, your 
Surgeons” Hall, Edinburgh, Ove or THe Lecturers. 
Sept, 3rd, 1960, 


THE BOTANICAL GARDENS AT CHELSEA. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srx,—You would confer a benefit upon medical students by 
drawing attention to the present condition of the 
Botanical at Chelsea. Examiners have 


allude to occurred in oe 1854, when I was surgeon of the | | 
convict establishment in Western Australia. The prisoners at | 
that time were suffering a good deal from dysentery, which 
occurred in a large number of instances metastatically with cuta- ; 
neous eruptions and a very severe form of purulent ophthalmia, | gratitude since this occurrence has been unbounded, as this 
which were also then very prevalent in the prison. The | restoration of parts to their norw7l position has dissipated the 
pathology of these diseases was entered into by me at. consider- | lumbar and uterine pains which for fifteen months have an- 
able length in my report for the half-year ending the 31st | noyed her extremely. 
December, 1854, and which has been published in the blue | tation dependent on organic disease of the heart, she 
book on ‘‘ Australian Transportation,” bearing date June, 1856, | in a fair way to recovery, as the uterus has since remained 
be tn situ, and in no way inconveniences the patient. 
Oo No doubt the effect of the hyper-distended bladder, in its 
the peculiar action ished on the intestinal mucous expansion acting through its intimate connexion with the | 
In some cases there is reason to suppose that the intestines be- | uterus, was to raise this , in which the process of involu- | 
prevailing on the skins of the prisoners ; ueeyee igidly enjoined. It is not, however, the less surprising that | 
vated forms I believe the functions of the minute glands whi talneaden should be so speedily acquired of the return to a : 
abound on the inner surface of the intestines become arrested, 
asevetion, diffacing, in sovers) renpests erdinary perulent remain, Sir, yours, &c., 
matter. On examining the intestines in three fatal cases, [| Guernsey, Sept. 1960. Praycis E. Carry, M.D. 
found them in this state; and in a fourth, they were studded 
with a copious pustular eruption, in every respect resembling 
one of the prevaili forms of skin disease.” 
In conclusion, as ing essentially on the important 
views relating to sewerage inculcated by Dr. Badd, the ques- : 
tion appears to me fit to be asked, as to whether small-pox 
without iia tree chasester bsing relative to the treatment of post-partum hemorrhage, I will 
cognised, inasmuch as I doubt if we are in a position to deny | Ve"ture to give you my experience as to the quickest, safest, 
the possibility of all the constitutional of the disease and most effective mode of practice. 
i ‘and oti from individecl ox other | 
I your most obedient servant, "Curtis's liq. secalis cornuti in it. There is less difficulty in 
om . DF. Remon, MD., bash 
Glasgow, 1860. Staff Surgeon. when attempted, is not done. The application of the 
infant to the breast frequently fails to produce the desired con- 
SPONTANEOUS REDUCTION OF PROCIDENTIA | *rsction. | I invariably carry in my midwifery case « small 
: UTERI WHICH FOR FIFTEEN MONTHS HAD I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
REMAINED IRREDUCIBLE. Croydon, Sept, 1860, P. Husperr, M.R.C.S. 
Sr, —In the belief that the peculiarities of this case, which 
eccurred in my pamper practice, may be of interest to your | 
Mrs. M—, forty-six, an anwmiated-looking | 
one who had experienced 
suffering, was admitted into the hospital om the 3rd of August. 
Her menstrual periods are not characterized by any peculiarity, nd exhibitionists Chemistry). 
with the exception of an occasional postponement of the antil 
| dents ; but let any one of them visit these gardens, and he 
| nan ised that such should be the case. The 
eonversion of the mucus into cuticular epithelium ; am place is, i a wilderness ; many of the plants are 
vaginal walls are much hypertrophied. The perineum is quite unnamed, whilst others in are wrongly named. 
sound, and the vagina and soft tissues lax and easily extensible. rome arrangement of the plants such as fp oa 
eee at Kew and at the Botanical Gardens in Regent's 
only the occasion. of considerable pain, I soon desisted from any , might be made here. There is, I know, a miserable 
veg eee attempt at reduction. oe attempt at classification; but of what use is such a one in the 
a dozen leeches were applied to the uterus, tonies | present state of the science? These gardens are readily acces- 
prescribed. With the exception of the inconvenience of re- | sible to the students of nearly every hospital in London, and 
straint and distressing palpitation of the heart, matters pro- if improved and thrown open more freely, they would Be mach 


Tue 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


[Szrremper 8, 1860. 


frequented. At present they are 
the week, and even then only in the ternoon, so that if a 
lecture is held in the afternoon (as happened in my year) what 
time is left for reaching Chelsea? 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
King’s College, London, Sept. 1860. Sraniey Gaus. 


CERTIFICATES IN CASES OF LUNACY. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


had signed a certificate of insanity a ing 
quired by the statute, without having 
patient. You will probably be surprised to leara 
not signed such a certificate of insanity ; 

y visited ; and that he has not in 


to the 


by 
law Act, was taken to Mr. J 


erys by two neighbours of the 


ae 2 t on the evening of the day of issue. Mr, Jefferys was 

the parties the urgency which preven is visiting 
i ; but yielding, no doubt incautiously, to their 

i to which their children | / 

individual, backed by a 

the 


tations of the 
from the violence 


previously visiting the patient, but this ap 
extent of his offence. ‘‘ The liberty of the subject has not 


in the mi 

smaller half of 
“the board be it said, a milder vote of censure was re- 
j only by the double vote of the senior churchwarden. 
‘o me, a ratepayer of that parish, professionally familiar with 
medico-legal bearings of the matter, the d adminis- 
appears anything but lenient; while the unauthorized, 
ing comments of the churchwarden, as reported, have 


’ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Camden-road Villas, Sept. 1360,  JoHN Hamworrs, F.R.C.S. 


University or Ep1insurcu.—The new regulations for 
Gfanting degrees by this University, proposed by the Scottish 

niversities Commission, will not, we understand, come into 
operation for this session, in consequence of their i i 
by the Privy Council having been delayed till November. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


A PAPER was read at the last meeting of the Academy of 
Sciences by M. Jobert de Lamballe, in which the progress of 
vascular and nervous reproduction, as observed during the 
cicatrization of engrafted skin, is accurately studied. The ope- 
ration serving as text for this essay was undertaken for the 
purpose of remedying a deformity resulting from the removal 
of a secondary cancer, The region occupied by the unsightly 
cicatrix was the right eyebrow, the inner angle of the eye, and 
ala of the nose on the same side. In providing a flap destined 
to cover this unbecoming scar, the surgeon dissected off from 


~ | the forehead a somewhat pear-shaped patch of skin, (the exact 


size requisite having previously been ascertained by measure- 
ment, ) with the exception of a narrow slip, or pedicle, reserved 


turned down upon the scar, (itself also deprived of its imper- 
fect superstratum of cutis,} and there secured by the inter- 
rupted suture, The engrafted slip of tissue—much in the posi- 
tion of a man who has purchased a practice in a new neigh- 
bourhood, with a limited introduction—to use a horticultural 
phrase, took kindly to its new soil, and by the eighth day the 
sutures were dispensed with. The temperature of the trans- 


prick with a pin on its surface was not fol- 
ing, and pressure or tickling was referred to the 


ance of gangrene. 
; at length a little bi 


followed the slight puncture, 
i sensation was 


perceptible in the part pricked, 
signs of returning vitality steadily augmented, and by 
of the third month after the operation, the graft was 
to possess sufficient independent vigour to shift for it- 
. the little isthmus being declared unnecessary, the flap 
isolated, its cut down towards 

le of the eye, w scar hitherto had pu 
uncovered. The deformity was thus completely reme- 
ied, and the cure most successful. M. Jobert, in his remarks 
the way in which the vascular and nervous relations are 
between tissues thus artificially brought into con- 
draws especial attention to the consecutive advance of the 
wo functions, the one in the wake of the other; the new circu- 


** Chemical 
phate of Lime 
Necrosis caused by Phosphorus.” The following is 


passes into 
nted by 


ing off with the urine. 
soluble phosphates (soda 


Srr,—The leading article in your journal of last week on the 
conduct of Mr. Jefferys proceeds on the assumption that he 
form actually 
“St. Pancras, Middlesex, . for the conveyance of vascular supply to the flap; the whole 
é it to the inf an on ‘ent Bee feo was completely detached from the surrounding integument, and 
mental excitement, and incapable of being attended at his 
residence in consequence of requiring restraint; said to be 
dangerous. (Signed) W. E, Jerrerys. 
“To the Master of St. Pancras Workhouse.” 
ylanted skin remained low, however, and its texture flabby and 
nelastic; a slig 
owed by bleed 
vedicle alone. at some vascular supply did, however, re: 
ts vessels was incontestable, for the part presented no appear- 
day the same experiments were 
for his admission to the infirmary. 
This order confers no authority on any person to remove 7 
the patient; it is neither more nor less then what it professes | 
to be—an t toa 
governor's order of admission to a general hospi power 
to remove remained, unaffected by this order, where it is left 
by the statute—with the relatives or connexions of the patient, | . 
who might, without infringing the statute, have removed him | } 
to the workhouse, where he might have been admitted under | 
this order; or they might, as they have chosen to do, remove ‘ 
him elsewhere, this notwithstanding. In fact, no action | | 
has been taken under this order, because it conferred no power | © 
of acting till the patient's arrival at the gate of the workhouse. | 
If on his admi lation bew inne OL, anc per aeveiop 
days for signing the lagal certificates in due form. ment of the former being immediately followed up by » similar 
Mr. Jefferys may have infringed the regulations of the vestry | Prosres* also 
signing an order of admission to their infirmary without | °P!!0"» f csr correct sensibility 
engrafted tissue is restored after transplantation by means of 
its communications with the part into which it is deposited, is 
been invaded ;” there was no risk of “‘ incarceration contrary ny ny unity and identity of the sensitive function all 
to the statute;” nor the remotest probability of ‘‘ involvin, » P 
the parish in endless litigation ;” all of which illusions floated Academy of some interest, also sent for the sal of the 
| xp 
| and the } 
| a summary of the author's views on these subjects:— Phosphate 
| of lime, when administered by the mouth, undergoes a first 
: | change by mingling with the saliva, which secretion holds in 
| solution a certain amount of phosphate of soda; a second, by 
rendered the censure, to quote his own words, **a farce. juice; > » due to action of the lactic - 
Your well-known will, I confidently trust, in. | MUCUS marked by 
sure the insertion of this explanation in your next number, in increased solability. this state the salt of lime 
justice to» medical officer who has served the parish for eight bogus on 
Years without single complaint, and who, if now erring 
done so unwittingly, under the influence of motives of | bustion, siven off 
solution to the soluble phosphates actually t with it in 
m | the blood. If these bo In quantity, the lime is thrown 
re ~ | down and appropriated by the osseous tissues for their repara- 
tion, a trifling amount only Jf 
however, on ‘he other hand, 
ammonia) be in excess, the lime 18 not precipitated, Dut con- 
tinues in solution; little or none is distributed to the system for 
bone-making purposes, and asi or nearly all, is excreted 


a soli phosphate, ty for solution ing a direct 
ratio And a third, the 
detection in the urine of the different ic salts, both 
free and in double or triple combinations, ith regard to the 
mode of production of the phosphoric necrosis, as resulting from 
the lucifer-match manufacture for example, following ex- 

tion is suggested :—The of are 

ired by the mouth. Let us suppose there find in the 
phos of soda. Or if inspired by the nose, they into 

ith the ammonia of the urea, phosphate of ammonia; and with 
salts will prevent the precipitation, uently, the re- 
stituents of bone. I leave the verification of the above to your 


Pretty plausible theory, and his courage in advancing it at 
@ moment when chemists and chimiatres are so much at a dis- 


and uently, as M. Velpeau very 
i 

other i the skin—a fruitful source of error 
explanatory of the rise of 


us phosphorus 
this end is but a very imperfect substitute for the white, unless 
a certain p 4 


that this salt, chlorate of potash, be substituted generally for 
the poisonous white and that a special friction- 
surface—a piece of rough cardboard lightly covered with red 
phosphorus—be added to facilitate ignition, which, with the 


special surface, is quite as easily done as in the case of the | leon 


white phosphorus match under ordinary circumstances. M. 
Bouvier concluded by paying a flattering testimony to the 
authors, saying that it was:great praise of a work to be able to 


Say, twelve years after its orapw ex- 
perience had confirmed its and conclusions, he pro- 


Tue Rev. J. Mortsow Syopy, Chaplain to the London 
Hospital, has fallen a victim to an attack of malignant sore- 
throat, which proved rapidly fatal. 


have caused a ifal memorial et to be 
over the site of the ve of Hunter, now resting in West- 
minster Abbey, with the following ioscri tion : 


« Beneath are depesited the remaine of John Hanter. 


at Long Calderwood, Lanarkshire, N.B., on 


rf 
: 
Ey 


: 


su 

chaste and appearance for whi rs. Hard 


of Birmingham, who the 
Mr. Weekes, the emirent , is progressing 

with the model of the statue, which is to be of marble 
be placed in the Hunterian Museum, thus to be eg 
buried. Why was not a public site chosen for it? Mr. 
the president of the College, still continues to receive 
tions towards the foundation of a scholarship (after 
for the statue), in order to perpetuate still more 
genius of Hunter. Our transatlantic brethren 
sent a handsome sum to Mr. South, as a first 


Acep Mitrtary¥ Sarey Lachaume has 


jot dint ot He had served, 
as a military in all the campai of the first Napo- 
, had followed the latter to the d of Elba, and had 


vanced age of eighty-four 
Louis XVL, the Republic, and the first Na , and had 
been engaged in private practice at Boulogne 1816. 


in 


Taz Lancer,) MEDICAL NEWS. 8, 1860. 
the kidneys. This ingenious theory is founded upon | posed that the thanks of the Academy be sent to MM. Bibra 
the flowing being M. Dumas servation of the and Geist for their important services in the cause of acience. 
effect of ic-acid water upon ivory; after twenty-four 
hours of immersion, plates of the latter dense substance become | Medicine of Barcelona, on the use of the ites in 
soft and pliable, having parted with their phosphate of lime, 
which is held in solution by the water. Another. that | already expressed im your columns. 
Paris, Sept. 3rd, 1860. 
Aporuecarizs’ Hatt.—The ing gentlemen 
oe August 30th, 1860. 
| . Faull, John Vivian, Bristol. 
Gayton, William, London. 
Jenkins, John Thomas. 
Maurice, Oliver Calley, Marlborough, Wilts. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
| first examination :— 
Bowes, William, London 
Rings 
Passmore, Thomas Henry, Guy's 
Tue OpHTHALMOLOGICAL will be held 
esunt at Hei 
{At the opening of the Academy of Medicine on Taceday last, | sinane and of Burors are expected be present. 
a short diseamion took place on subject to which T referred 
: few weeks back y, M. Lukomsky’s method of treatin 
man, and Swetgied és find that the oe enedligund We regret to learn that cholera has recently made its 
to pass a different verdict from that already pronounced by the | appearance at Poona, and that two or three fatal cases have 
Society of Surgery. A new fact, however, came out, which | occurred ¢ nied 
seems a key to the whole mystery: the author of this method | server, Aug. 
Mortatity THE WEsTERN Arnica. 
quarter, no death occurred at the hospital of St. 
‘whic. jus tter its well-merit a. or Academ1 
| form's sk, the question has boon referred to M. Ricord, whose | ‘Horannah, has left euficint capital to sbout £200 
/ report ou contain a condemnation, parish doctor Hazas. province . 
against which there will be no appeal. 
This question dispesed.cf, M4. ress tw vend Me vepert 
on a German work written by MM. Bibra and Geist, of Nurem- ( 
berg, ‘‘On the Diseases in the 
“Manufacture of Phosphoric Lucifer Matches, and especially on | 
the Affection of the Jaws produced by the Fumes of Phos. | 
— This work is not very new, as it was published ee | 
ve ee but it seems only recently to have excited | 
the attention ep It is divided into two parts— | 
the first, anatomical, by M. Bibra, containing the examination, | 
both chemical and microscopical, of specimens of necrosed bone 
taken from workmen exposed to the fumes of phosphoric acid, 
this portion of the book eae illustrated by an excellent 
atlas. The second part is by M. Geist, and includes the patho- 
logical section of the subject, with suggestions for treatment . —_ 
and prevention. M. Bouvier, whose excellent report, although ration for his services to mankind as the founder of scientific 
it well deserved a better fate, was delivered to empty benches, 
of manufacturing matches, and the 
advisability of the Academy’s urging Government to interdict 
the use of white phosphorus, and insist on the substitution of 
some less poisonous material. It would appear that the red | 
{ 
to consumer, The chlorate of | 
is too li i mable, and ires a ial | 
| surface for friction—an inconvenience to which the public will 
: not submit. MM. Bibra and Geist nevertheless recommend | 
wards this desirable project. 
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Assistant-! Sim J. Ourmam on tae Sanitary Onoanization oF 
Physician to the Westminster Hospital on the 4th inst. THE Inpian Anmy,—The Bombay Gazette devotes an Overland 
Supplement to the publication 
- : one the organization the Indian Army. A large proportion is 
breach ith in leaving him suddenly wit! notice or any — : ~ 
mums ‘0 falfll his duties, whereby he had been put to great | ‘Thess enggestions, coming from to high 
$ appeared that defendant | on an early occasion. 
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= Diseases in India. 
Dr. (Reilly on Placenta and Nervous System. 
Virchow’'s Cellular Pathology. 
might © Mr. J. W. Jones on Stereoscopic Glasses. 
repeat the compliment. 3 ‘Dr. Boase on the eye of Nature. 
Vetendant, 1 Ply, sad, understanding that atthe expirs Dr. Garratt on the ical Uses of Electricity. 
tion of twelve months his salary was to be raised to £50, and Ure’s Dictionary. 
plaintiff when asked refusing to do so, he considered he was Sa 
entitled to leave at once. 
Mitths, Blarciages, and Deaths. 
On the 30th ult., Jj Queen-street, Edinbargh, the wife of 
lenient | Seeresby-Jackson, of a daughl 
had been ont of pocket. D'Olier, M.B., of a daughter, . 
Judgment for plaintiff, with the whole of the costs. 
for} On tie Qnd inst., at St. Thomas’s-street, Southwark, the 
of inquests, also | wife of Sydney J 
he Coroner for Liverpool,| On the ‘vd inst. 
orted in a local paper in the following curt manner :— | ford, M 
t, on son of On 
Hope of C. 
other 
= On the 28th ult. 
M son, Esq., H.M.’s 
i Rubertson, secon 
lowi Commissioner to I 
and St. Leonarde Infi and the Middlesex H 
rmary, x younger 
The Rev. John Griffith, M.A., Rector of Merthyr Reigate. 
tees sermon, in Bangor Cathedral, 
last, in aid of the funds of the Carnarvonshire and 
exeess by wealthy visitors from Liverpool, Gosset, M.D., 
only £23 were collected. On the 3ist ult, 
Itteermaacy 1x Scottanp.—In the Lochee district of Guyton, aged 41. 
were registered duri quarter ending June, of whi . » F. 
the highest sate af which Bectdh seturns On the at King-trect, Finsbury-oquare, Thomas 
rate illegiti i returns inst., at Ki -square, 
show. Meeres, Esq., M.R.C.S., aged 64, 
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Co Correspondents. 


dn Old Subscriber.—The brochure to which we alluded is by Dr. Haughton. 


Mr. Thos. C. Broadwater.—We hope it is usual to pronounce abdomen accord- 
ing to the laws of the Latin Grammar. 
&. 8. 8.—We should be happy to publish any fucts in relation to the subject. 
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ta the Legis- 


administration of laws as relating to 

medicine and its practitioners, or ha more immediate reference to indi- 

the profession, or sections of the great body either at home or 

islands have fr centuries been and otwithstanding 

he professors of the healing art in this kingdom ue Game ot Bag 
* nati ” and have fostered themselves emu! with the pr. 

of the Continent and the United ee the beneficial 


corporat! time, talent, and treasure in 
Tights, display a sordid ingenuity in Revising, and then ging 


intent on humbling 
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, St. 
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arises 

n a wrong principle 
seems to have been tacitly admitted that as Church and State are united 
cs is deemed by thousands to be an unmitigated evil), so Medicine should 
fostered by, the Thus it has come to pass that 


i the throne of 
without at some period of his reign doing comemaiag to 


wate the ex 
confusion and rivalries of the medical co so it has 
that a 


rations, 
t be bearable 
ancient and go 
tape, which tend to dishearten the most earnest reformers ! Little or no prac- 
tical security is afforded nst the herds of — rile honourable prac —_ 
in spite of statutes and c , impostors — while — 
tioners are burdened, — deprived 
Wi Parliament di this last session 
e ly refer to t in 
for illustrations of our arguments. In vain has M ms ig st i to bring 
about Poor-law medical reform; vainly has he—like the Hermit of Picardy, 
who eight centuries Bn flew from city to city, arousing the ace to a 
d crusade—proclaimed a crusade against the crying evils 
fre P The session has been in results as to this 
We have seen three Bills simultaneously before the House of Commons, and 
yet medical politics are at a dead lock. 


tion and reinvigoration of the profession. The moral of history, from 
the days to our own, is that medical men must trust to their own 
united action for any acquisitions of (Parliamentary or other); they 


power 
themselves for the elements of that 


united profession. have become bye word; exclusive 
corporations are beheld ow all hand is ripe; and weakness and 
sorrow are the results. the summer the 
at the harvest ? I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

September, 1860. ALrma. 


Marengo shall receive a private note if he will send his name and address in 
confidence. 


Mr. Stamford Felce.—The paper has been received. 
Bis Reapondet qui cito Respondet will find all the information he requires in 
the Students’ Number of Taz Lanczr, to be published on the 22nd inst, 


T. H. Yzoman, M.D. 
To the Rditor of Tam. Lancer. 

—As await a from the Council of the “ London Hospital Medi- 

sa. I : defunct for some years, I take upon myself, as 


member of the t, the London Hospital Collegiate Societ; 
~ was established in 1 to state vas the individual calling himself 
H. Yeoman, M.D., honorary member “ London Hospital’ Medical 


Mr. W. Tarleton (Birmingham) calls our attention to the 35th clause of the 
Medical Act, which recites— 


son shall not be 

tered medical men from serving the office of assessor of taxes; but this 
opinion is not held by some of the authorities in Birmingham, Mr. Tarleton 
soys—“If that clause does not exempt medical men from this office, care 
should be taken to have a clause inserted in the next Amendment to that 


Act.” 
Obstetrieus, (Lewes.)—A letter lies at our Office for this gentleman. 
Ezcelsior.—The announcement is an 

4 Constant Reader.—Oar attention had been previovaly called to the subject. 
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To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


who asks advien thet point, he 


duke welcome to 
I have d in cti of cases of the sort, some mild and 
some severe, One case I recollect well was a ty 
made 
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espondent, “ Obstetricus,” I think 

will have recourse the gallic acid, in five-erain Bf 
strual flow joined with perfect rest in the horizontal 


uring the nj 
with h be: the 


H. F.—He will come under the old regulations, and it would be well for him 
to enter to lectures next October. 

M.D., &c., should address the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Mr, W. Dale.—The book was not received. 

R. B.—The case must be submitted to the General Council. 

Dr. R. Lyons, (Scarboro’.)—The communication will be inserted next week. 
V. C.—There would be no impropriety in the 

consequence ofthe courve of events itis not necesary to insert 


Tax or Paysiciaws axp Taaprne Daves. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 
Sra,—Your “ it, “Nemo me Im Lacessit,” denies 
~ on the of the Edin! licentiates to derive 
f by an oath means “swearing” officially, 
t if he denies t every in honoar 


pense prefit, he is clear! wrong, 
lege will show. As to calling himself himself “doctor 
Field Marshal” if he lik 
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(with enclosure ;) Mr. Evershed, (with Dorchester, 
(with enclosure ;) Dr. Price, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Beckett, Hull; Mr. Brown, 


Fripp, Clifton; Dr. Hawkins; Mr. Belfour; Dr. G. Bachanan, Glasgow ; 
Sir J. Ranald Martin; Mr. C. Heath; University of Durham; Middiesex 
Hospital; Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital; Apothecaries’ Hall of 


Ireland; Queen’s College, Cork ; Manchester 
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Hospital ; 
School of Medicine, Chemie, Breter; 2D. W (with encloeure;} &e. &e, 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“ Every person who shall be registered under the provisions of this Act 
shall be exempt, if he shall so desire. from serving on al! juries and ip 
Address Messrs. Fannin and Co., Publishers, Dublin. A second pamphlet is 
by Mr. Potter, Turkish Baths, Manchester. 
. To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Sre,—As the Parliamen 
along, it has been our duty 
= 
| 
honours which adorn the annals of our colleges, hospitals, scientific societies, | I need not name all the remedies which I tried. Suffice it to say that the d 
and universities —we say, notwithstanding all this, the medical mind is essen- | which did al/ was gallie acid, in five-grain doses three times a day. Under this 
treatment I do not remember one case 
to mention his name, as 
of" It was W, Braithwaite, Esq., 
Editor of “ of 
remain, Sir, yours truly, 
armed to the teeth, the pride of the “ Royal” physicians ; Tottenham, September, 1860. Gsores Sutwrs Monza, M.R.C.S. 
and even from the Emerald Isle we hear the voices of strife and lamentation— 7 
Dublin waxing at once wroth and eloquent as she recounts the now obsolete 
privileges to her by whey defunct was 
when power of conferring medical degrees, or granting licences to practise | 
in medicine medicine and surgery, was enjoyed 
limited number of corporate institutions; but now they are multiplied an fnine 
multiplying—a score would not include the each most an 
each dissipating a strengt as a whole and in its integrity, wou al 
power in the land, and benefit to the individuals composin caret ba gleaned ta 
k abroad: Lambeth, Durham, Canterbury, Dublin, Glasg fal in his hands as it has in mine for some years past. 
Edinburgh, London! Shall we go into minutiz ? No, we will I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Birmingham, September, 1860. Ronr. B. Nawsouss, M.R.CS. 
1 
sting 
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| ocument he 1s required to sign 
as every advertisement of the Co 
| i welcome to do 0, he m 
profession nor ucated portion of the public are taken in by it. As long 
as he and his brother licentiates supply medicines, he will be regarded a 
medicines, prrading “he falsely assumes 
seek and must look amongst stren, 
which, properly directed, will work a true reform, and ensure a liberality of with 
and godlike as the taxes Turwes 30 
September, 1860, BY THEIE Rieut Names. : 
Communications, Lurraas, &c., have been received from—Mr. T. C. Pratt; 
Dr, Francis; Dr. Drysdale; Mr. Burnham, Canada West; Mr. J. 5S, Beale; 
Mr_B_E Newhs Bi em - D gn. 
M 
St. Leonards, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Reilly, (with enclosure;) Mr. Campbell, 
Wye, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hardwicke, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Illingworth, 
Newport; Mr. Boyd, (with enclssure;) Mr. Wilkes, Salisbury; Mr. Friend, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr, Pearson, Yeaveley; Mr. May, Liverpool ; Mr. Coombs, 
(with enclosure;) Mr. Read, Jersey, (with enclosure;) Mr. M‘Fadden; Mr. 
Lunniss, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Mapleton, Army Medical Board ; Mr. Fletcher, 
| 


